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for the dry-dock, basin, and railway at Kittery, 
over $721,937, and $610,000 for the dock, without 
the basin and railway, in California, They have 
received, or are to receive, in all, $3,078,594; a 
pretty large sum for one set of gentlemen to re- 
ceive. Iwill hereafter show how much they must 
have made, if they stated the truth in their original 
memorials to Congress. 

Now, sir, how much did they propose to build 
these docks for originally? Remember, these are 
Congressional docks, for I want to show the evils 
of this policy of Congress making contracts. I 
want to condemn the contract system. I have mo 
quarrel with these gentlemen; they have a right to 
make as much money as they can, and it is our 
fault if we allow them to get it improperly. 

I want to show how this dock system has pro- 
gressed. 

On motion by Mr. BORLAND, the honorable 
Senator gave way, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tourespay, March 23, 1852. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m, 
by the Rev. C. M. Burier. 
"The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. HOUSTON obtained the floor. 

The SPEAKER. If the House will allow the 
Chair, as there is a large accumulation of Execu- 
tive communications upon the Speaker's table, he 
will now present them to the House. 

Mr. FREEMAN. If the Chair will allow me, 
I desire to ask the leave of the House to withdraw 
certain papers from the files of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will submit 
his preposition. 

On motion by Mr. FREEMAN, by unanimous 


consent, it was then 


Prayer 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Wm. B. Ligon | 
be withdrawn from the files of the House, and that they be 


referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FREEMAN. 
in the case of the heirs of Jellis Fonda be with- 
drawn from the files of the House. 

Mr. STANLY. For what purpose does the 
gentieman from Missouri wish them withdrawn? 

Mr. FREEMAN. I will say to the gentleman 
from North Carolina, that they are papers which 
were presented here some years ago, and which I 
now desiee to withdraw, for the purpose uf having 
them returned to the claimant. 

Mr. STANLY. Is the claim again to come up 
before Congress? 

Mr. FREEMAN. The object is to return the 
papers to the claimant for examination, to be pre- 
sented again, if deemed advisable. 

Mr. STANLY. I must object, unless copies 
of the papers are filed in the Clerk’s office before 
the eres are withdrawn. 

Mr. FREEMAN. I am willing to comply 
with that condition. 

Mr. STANLY. 
object to it. 

It was then 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the papers in the case of the heirs of Jellis 
Fonda. 

Mr. FAULKNER, by unanimous consent, 
presented a preamble and resolutions of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of Virginia, requesting the Con- 


gtess of the United States to make a further appro- | 


ee of scrip for satisfying Virginia bownt 


and warrants, and for ceding to the United States | 


the refuse lands in the military district between 


the Sciota and the Miami rivers, in the State of | 


Ohio; which were referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. GROW, by unanimous consent, presented 


the following joint resolutions of the Legislature of | 


Pennsylvania, viz: 

1. Relative to the completion of the breakwater 
at the mouth of Delaware bay, and the repair of 
the piers in the Delaware river, so as to make them 
secure harbors of refuge for vessels. 

2. For the establishment of a dry-dock, navy- 
yard, and depét on the lake frontier. 
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3. Relative to the release of Smith O’Brien and 


| other Irish patriots in captivity. 


4. Declaring the Wheeling bridge an obstruc- 


tion to the navigation of the Ohio river, and injuri- 


\} 


ous to the commerce of Pennsylvania; which said 


\{ joint resolutions were severally appropriately re- 


ferred, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. DIMMICK also, by unanimous consent, 
presented resolutions of the Legislature of Penn- 


|| sylvania, of similar import with the foregoing, to- 
| gether with resolutions relative to the construction 


ofa ship-canal around the Falls of Sault Ste. Marie; 
which latter resolution was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I thought I was entitled to 
the floor. Lonly yielded it at the request of the 
Chair, in order to allow him to present to the 
House the communications upon the Speaker’s 
table. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair proposes that the 


| several Executive communications upon the Speak- 


er’s table shall be taken up, and that such of them 
as do not give rise to debate be referred, or other- 
wise disposed of. 

Mr. STANLY. I have no ehiedien to that. 
All [ wish is, that they shall not be debated; for 
if they are to be subject to debate you might as 
well postpone the other business of the House in- 
definitely. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House the following messages, hereto- 
fore received from the President of the United 
States, viz: 

To the House of Representatives : 

In answer to the resolution of the House of Representa 
tives, of the 15th ultimo, requesting information respecting 
the seizure and confiscation ef the barque Georgiana, ot 
Maine, the brig Susan Loud, of Massachusetts, I tansmita 
report from the Secretary of State and the documents which 
accompanied it. MILLARD FILLMORE. 

WasHineTton, January 28th, 1852. 


On motion by Mr. SMART, it was 

Ordered, That the said message and accompanying doc- 
uments be referred to the Committee on Foreiga Affairs, 
and printed. 

To the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States: 

[ transmit to Congress a dispatch, addressed to the Secre- 
tary of State by the Minister of the United States at Mexi- 
co, and the papers therein referred to, relative to the ceme 
tery which has been constructed in the neighborhood of 
that city, as a place of sepulture for the remains of the offi 


| cers and soldiers of the United States who died or were 
| killed in that vicinity during the late war, and for such citi- 
| zens of the United States as may hereatter die there. A 


copy of a report of the agent who was sent for the purpose 
ot superintending the work is also herewith transmitted. 
It will be seen that a sum of $2,500 or 3,00, in addition 
to the amount appropriated by the act of Congress approved 
the 28th of Septeimber, 1850, is represented to be necessary 


| to carry the objects of that appropriation into full effect. I 
| accordingly recommend that provision therefor may be 


Very well; then I will not | 


made. MILLARD FILLMORE. 
Wasuineton, March 4th, 1852. 


On motion by Mr. BISSELL, it was 

Ordered, That the said message and accompanying docu- 
ments be laid on the table, and be printed. 

To the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States: 

I transmit to Congress a letter, addressed to me by the 
Governor of the Territory of Minnesota, with the state- 
ments, to which it refers, of the disbursements, up to the 
lst of January last, of the money appropriated by the act 


| approved Lith June, 1850, for the erection of public build- 


\ 
| 





ings in that Territory. MILLARD FILLMORE. 
Wasuineton, March 4th, 1852. 


On motion by Mr. SIBLEY, it was 


Ordered, That the said messageand accompanying docu- | 


ments be referred to the Committee on Territories, and be 
printed. 

The Speaker also, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House sundry Executive communica- 
tions, viz: 

I. A letter from the Secretary of State, trans- 


mitting statements of the manner in which the. 
fund for the contingent expenses of that Depart- , 


ment has been expended during the last fiscal 
year. On motion by Mr. Sweerser, referred 
to the Committee on Public Expenditures, and 
ordered to be printed. 

If. A letter from the Secretary of State, trans- 
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other persons who have been employed im that 
Department during the last fiscal year. On mo- 
tion by Mr. Swrerser, referred to the Committee 
on Public Expenditures, and ordered to be printed. 

lil. A letter from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, transmitting a communication from the Fifth 
Auditor of the Creasury, respecting the light-house 
oylunin of the United States. On motion by Mr. 
Duncan, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 

IV. A letter from the Secretary of the Interior, 
transmitting a statement of appropriations for the 
War Department, transferred to the Department 
of the Interier, showing the balances of appro- 
priations on the Ist of July, 1849, the appropria- 
tions made for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1851. On motion by Mr. Hovsron, referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered 
to be printed, F 

V. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting information in answ erto a resolution 
of the House of the 9th ultimo, respecting the 
canal cut by John Grant through Shell Reef, Mo- 
bile county, Alabama. On motion by Mr. Sry- 
mowr, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 

VI. A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, 
in answer to the reselution of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, February 9, 1852, calling for infor- 
mation in regard to the steam mail service, the 
amount of money appropriated out of the Federal 
Treasury, under contract, for that service, and the 
capability of the vessels built under said contracts 
of being converted into war steamers, &c., &c. 

The SPEAKER. This communication is a 
very long one. Jt will be for the House to say 
whether it shall be read. 

A Memper. What does it relate to? 

Mr. PEASLEE. I understand this communi- 
cation Is in answer to a resolution which I sub- 
mitted to the House sometime since ir relation to 
our foreign mail steamer service. I move that it 
be laid upon the table and printed. 

The question was put and the motion was 
agreed te, 

Mr. PEASLEE. I also move that the Com- 
mittee on Printing be authorized to inquire into 
the propriety of printing five thousand additional 
copies of that document. That committee can ex- 
amine it; and, if they think it of sufficient import- 
ance as to make it expedient to publish it to the 
country, they can report the fact to the House. 

Mr. STANLY. think this is one of the ques- 
tions which will give rise to debate; and, accord- 
ing to the understanding before we consented to 
the taking up of this communication, it must go 
over. 

The SPEAKER. The question of printing, in 
the opinion of the Chair, is not a debatable ques- 
tion at this time. 

Mr. STANLY. There is no necessity for print- 
ing these extra copies, and | therefore object to it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 
gentleman from New Hampshire to submit the 
proposition that the Committee on Printing shall 


; take into consideration the expediency of printing 


five thousand extra copies of the document now 

before the Hlouse. 
Mr. PEASLEE. 
The SPEAKER. 


Is that the proposition ? 
That was my proposition. 
The Chair does not know 


exactly what disposition can be made of the prop- 
| osition if it is not now disposed of. 


Mr. KING, of New York. That proposition 
can be debated when the committee reports. 

Mr. STANLY. 1 do not object to the printing 
of the paper in the usualmanner. But I do object 
to printing the extra copies; and | auppose, ac- 
cording tothe understanding of the House, if it is 
to be debated it cannot be now considered. 

Mr. PHELPS. I understand that the propo- 
sition now before the House is — to print 
extra copies. The printing of the document, in 
the usual manner, has already been ordered. Now, 
that proposition is clearly not debatable. The 
law providing for printing extra copies of docu- 
ments prescribes that all such motions shall be re- 


mitting his annual statement of the clerks and || ferred to the Committee on Printing. 
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Mr. STANLY. I understand that. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is inclined to think 
that this is not a debatable question. A propo- 
sition to print extra copies, must, as a matter of 
course, under the rule, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing. The Chair is, however, not very 
clear upon that point. 

Mr. STANLY. 
under a misapprehension. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 
question of order. 

Mr. STANLY. 
my s¢ If. 

Mr. STANTON, 


The question I make is, that 


{ 


Then the House is acting | 
I rise to a | 


I rose to a question of order | 


it is not in order to consider this resolution to-day” 


it must lie over one day, under the rule. 

Mr. STANLY. That is the question I am ar- 
guing. Ido not object, as I have already said, 
to the reception of this communication, or to the 
printing of the ordinary number, The communi- 
cations were taken up with the understanding that 
none of them should be debated. Unless that un- 
derstanding is carried out we postpone the de- 
ficiency bill indefinitely. Gentlemen should bring 
up their propositions to print at another time, and 
another day, when discussion could be admitted. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair is under the im- 


pression, after having examined the rules, thatthe | 
motion to print is in order, and that it is not de- | 


batable. It must, however, 
on Printing. 

Mr. STANLY. But what becomes of the un- 
derstanding, if we are to receive and debate prop- 
ositions like this ? 

The SPEAKER. 
that the proposition is not debatable. It is nota 
motion to print the document in the usual manner, 


b 


but it is a motion to print an extra number of | 


copies, Which must go to the Committee on Print- 
ing, without debate. 

Mr. STANLY. Then I will take up the ori- 
ginal motion to print. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which this communication was ordered to be 
ag and I propose to debate that proposition. 
Now, what becomes of this motion, with the un- 
derstanding which the House have agreed upon? 
What I want is, that when we take ap the busi- 
ness upon the Speaker’s table, with a particular 
understanding, that the House should adhere to 
that understanding, otherwise you will get into 
such a debate as I predicted in the first place: and 
you will neglect other business which is indispen- 
sable to the welfare of the country. 

The SPEAKER. The right of the gentleman 
to debate the motion to print, is, in the opinion of 
the Chair, very clear. The gentleman moves to re- 
consider the vote by which the communication was 
ordered to be printed, and he proposes to debate 
that motion. The communication must, therefore, 
remain upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. PHELPS. I appeal to my friend from 
North Carolina to withdraw his objection. No 
debate is intended upon this matter. The only 
question is to submit the motion, and let it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing, under the 
rules, 

Mr. STANLY. Ido not object to the print- 
ing of the communication in the usual form. 

Mr. PHELPS. It is only a proposition to print 
extra copies. 

Mr, STANLY. That is what I object to. 
Now, if the gentleman will withdraw the motion 
to print the extra copies, there is no difficulty. I 
have no sort of objection to the communication 
being printed. 

Mr. PEASLEE. To obviate all difficulty, I 
will, for the present, withdraw my motion to print 
an extra number of copies. 

Mr. STANLY. Then I withdraw my motion 
to reconsider the motion to print. ; 

The communication was consequently ordered 
to be Jaid upon the table, and be printed. 

PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
letter from the Commissioner of Patents, trans- 
mitting that portion of his annual report for the 
year 1851, which relates to the arts and manufac- 
tures. 

Mr. STUART. I move that the communica- 
tion be referred to the Committee on Patents, and 
that it be printed. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I would inquire whether it is 
not better to refer that communication to the Com- 
mittee on Printing? 


“RCT BR oe a cI Kanal Rls alia SR AMEE osha 


ro to the Committee | 


The Chair again repeats, | 





(| Mr. STUART. 


| 


The SPEAKER. The Chair does not recollect 
the practice in regard to this report. 

Mr. KING, of New York. [ would suggest 
that the motion to print be deferred until the Com- 
mittee on Patents report what number should 
be printed; and that that committee inquire in re- 
gard to the proper number to be printed, rather 
than that we should order it to be printed now. 

The SPEAKER. That is the business of the 
Committee on Printing. Does the gentleman from 
New York submit instructions? 

Mr. KING. I movethen to amend the motion 
of the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. Srvuarr,} 
so as to instruct the committee to inquire as to 
the proper number to be printed, and to fix upon 
that number. 

Mr. SEYMOUR. I rise for the purpose of 
suggesting to my colleague [Mr. Kine] to let the 
question of printing be referred to the Committee 
on Printing for consideration, where it ought to 
I will move to amend, so as to refer this 

question of printing to the Committee on Print- 
ing. 

Mr. KING. That is the original motion, and 
my motion is to instruct that committee to report 
upon printing the ordinary as well as an extra 
number, and to determine what that number shall 
be. 

Mr. STUART. My original motion was to 

| refer it to the Committee on Patents, but as some 
gentlemen prefer that it should go to the Commit- 
tee on Printing, I will modify my motion so that 
the communication shall go to the Committee on 
Printing. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I merely wish to 
| remark that all motipns to print an extra number 
must <o to the Committee on Printing—that is the 


r 
£0. 


House. 
The SPEAKER. 

the House. 
Mr. ORR. 


That is an express rule of 


If T remember the former practice 
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Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I call for the 


| reading of the 61st rale. 


The rule was accordingly read, as follows: 

*°61. A proposition requesting information from the Pres 
ident of the United States, or directing it to be furnished by 
the head of either of the Executive Departments, or by the 
Postmaster General, or to print an extra number of any doc- 


| ument or other inaiter, excepting messages of the President 


to both Houses atthe commencement of each session of 
Congress, and the reports and documents connected with 
or referred to in it, shall lie on the table one day for con- 
sideration, unless otherwise ordered by the unanimous con- 
sent of the Honse.”’ 


The SPEAKER. This is a proposition to in- 
quire into the expediency of printing an extra num- 


| ber, and not a proposition to print an extra number. 


The Chair, therefore, must overrule the point of 
order raised by the gentleman from Tennessee 
{[Mr. Sranron. } 

The question was then taken upon the demand 
for the previous question, and it received a second; 
and the main question was then ordered to be put. 

The question was then taken on referring the 
communication to the Committee on Printing, with 
the instructions moved by Mr. Kine; and it was 
agreed to. 

LAWS OF OREGON. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair presents to the 

House the Journal and Laws of the Legislative 


| Assembly of the Territory of Oregon. 


Mr. STUART. 
The SPEAKER. 
Mr. STUART. 


Are they in printed form? 
They are. 
I move that they be referred 


| to the Committee on Territories. 


Mr. CHANDLER. There is no action to be 
had upon them. I move that they be referred to the 
Committee on the Library. 

Mr. LANE. Are they the laws of the last ses- 


| sion ? 


law upon the subject; and not a mere rule of the || 


of the House, it is this: Whenever a Patent Of- || 


| fice report has been submitted by the Commis- 
sioner of Patents, a resolution has been offered di- 
recting an extra number of copies to be printed, 
which resolution has heretofore been referred to 
the Committee on Printing, which fixes the extra 
number. At the first session of the last Congress 
I believe one hundred thousand copies of the ag- 
ricultural part, and seventy thousand copies extra 

| of the mechanical part were ordered. 

Mr. FOWLER. I wish to inquire if this re- 
| port embraces, as on former occasions, two parts, 
| a mechanical and an agricultural part? 

TheSPEAKER. The Clerk informs the Chair 
| thatitdoesnot. Theagricultural part will be sub- 
| mitted hereafter. The Commissioner of Patents 
| expressly states in his letter that this is only the 
mechanical part. 

Mr. EVANS. I move that the communication 
be referred to the Committee on Printing; and 


=? 


upon that T demand the previous question. 
The SPEAKER. 
igan [Mr. Srvart] has already submitted that 
motion, and the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
| Kine] has moved to amend the motion, by in- 
structing the committee to inquire into the pro- 
priety of printing an extra number, and to report 
the number to be printed, and upon that the pre- 
vious question is demanded. 
What will be the effect of 
| the previous question upon the amendment of the 
| gentleman from New York, [Mr. Kine ?] 
| TheSPEAKER. It will embrace it. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. The 61strule 


| This motion, if there is any objection to the pre- 
vious question, would be obliged to lie over one 
| day; the object of the gentleman can be obtained 
| by simply moving that it be referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Printing. 
| The SPEAKER. 
| House, the Chair will state the action of the last 
| Congress upon this subject. 


'*tion by Mr. Conger, Ordered, That the Com- 
‘mittee on Printing inquire into the expediency of 
| printing an extra number of such report,”’ the 


report itself having been referred to the Commit- | 


| tee on Patents. 
Mr. KING, of New York. 
' tion submitted now. 


It is the same mo- 


The gentleman from Mich- | 


requires that a motion, asking for an extra num- 
ber of any document, should lie over one day. | 


If it be the pleasure of the’ 


A report of the Com- | 
missioner of Patents being presented, ‘* Qn mo- | 


The SPEAKER. They are the laws of 1851]. 

Mr. LANE. They had better be referred to 
the Committee on ‘Territories. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
refer to the Committee on Territories, and it was 
agreed to. 

Mr. GENTRY. A memorial has been referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs by mistake, 
as I am informed by the gentleman who intro- 
duced it to the House. The committee ask to be 


| discharged from its further consideration, and that 


it may be referred to the Committee of Claims. 
It was so ordered. 


SENATE BILLS ON THE SPEAKER’S TABLE. 

Mr. BROWN. There are a number of bills 
upon the Speaker’s table from the Senate. Some 
of them have laid there for a long time; and with 
the approbation of the House, I ask that they may 
be taken up and referred to the appropriate com- 
mittees. 


Mr. STANLY. 


I move that the House resolve 


| itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 





i 
| 
\ 


of the Union. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I ask that the 
gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Sranty] will 
allow me to present a memorial from the Legisla- 
ture of ‘Tennessee, merely for the purpose of ref- 
erence. 

Mr. STANLY. I have no objection. 

The memorial, which was in reference to the 
mails on the Ohio and Mississippi, was presented 
and referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

NON-INTERVENTION. 

Mr. RIDDLE, by unanimous consent, present- 
ed resolutions of the Legislature of the State of 
Delaware on the doctrine of intervention; which 
were laid upon the table and ordered to be printed. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I move to re- 


consider the vote taken yesterday, by which the 
special order, being the bill to encourage agricul- 


|} ture and for other purposes, was postponed until 


Tuesday next. I do it with a view that we may 
take up the motion when this deficiency shall have 
been disposed of. 

The question was then taken upon the motion 
of a frames, and it was agreed to. 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Srvarrt in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. The business before the 
committee is House bill No. 207, to supply defi- 
ciencies in appropriations for the fiscal year end- 
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“For constructing, repairing, and enlarging barracks, 
quarters, hospitals, store-houses, stables, wharves, and 


ways, at the several posts and army dep5ts, for temporary | 


eantonments, and the authorized furniture for barrack- 
rooms of non-commissioned officers and soldiers,gun-houses 


for the protection of cannon, including the necessary tools | 


and materials for the objects enumerated, and for rent of | 


quarters, and offices for officers, and barracks and hospitals | 


for troops, where there are no pubtie buildings for their ac- 
commodation, for store-houses for the safe-keeping of mili- 
tary stores, and of grounds for summer cantonments and 
encampments, $219,000.” 


The pending question is upon the amendment 


Kentucky, [Mr. Marswatt,] to strike out, in the | 


seventy-ninth line, the words * for rent.” 


The question was taken upon the amendment | 


to the amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I move to 
strike out ** $219,000,” at the end of the above 
clause, and insert ** $100,000.” 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 
that the amendment is not in order at this time. 
The question may be taken upon the pending 


amendment, and then the amendment of the gen- | 


tleman from Kentucky [Mr. Marsnatt] will be 

in order. 
The question was then taken upon the pending 

amendment, and it was not agreed to. 


Mr. MARSHALL. I now make the motion to 


strike out $219,000 and insert $100,000. I observe | 


that the debate upon this bill closed yesterday by a 
declaration of the honorable chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, that I had called upon 
him previously, informing him that I intended to 
demand of him an explanation as to the manner 
in which the money had been expended which 
was appropriated last-year. There 1s no inference 
from his remarks, except that he intends to excuse 


himself for not giving an intelligible account of | 


the manner in which it was expended, on the 
ground that I did not publicly ask him for an ex- 
planation as to how it was spent. Now, if the 
gentleman expects to rest himself upon that justi- 
fication before the country, after having had a 
chance, in an hour speech, to give an intelligible 
explanation, why, of course I cannot object to the 
character of the justification. Had I known that 
the gentleman did not possess the information, it 
will be seen that motives of common courtesy 
would have prevented me from making any pub- 
lic interrogation. 

3ut the gentleman says he makes a sweeping 
charge against this Administration, of waste of 
public moneys, and that he calls the attention of 
the country to my remarks, as evidence to prove 
it. Now,sir, my remarks cannot be tortured into 
a charge of waste against the Administration. 
The army went into New Mexico in 1848, and 


under an order issued from the War Department, | 


which gave to the local commanders the right to 
fix the posts, and he who was in command of any 
particular line, had the right to change the posts, 
and fix them for his own convenience. I know 
that this order was changed, and I suppose, and 
hope, after the exposition made in Captain Sword’s 
report, that some system of economy has been 
attempted to be enforeed. But I want to see how 
it is administered. I want to see how they 
progress. If there is any charge of waste made 
by me, itis made upon the face of the exhibits 
which came from the quartermaster general’s 
office, and laid before us by the quartermaster’s 
report. {[ do not understand, when I comment on 
the manner in which the assistant quartermasters 
have disposed of the funds left to that bureau, that 
1 am attacking the Administration. 

The Executive, it may be, is responsible, in the 
last resort, for the funds which pass through the 
Executive Department. But it cannot be expect- 


|| ment will not be adopted. 
to the amendment offered by the gentleman from | 
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ine June 30, 1852, the following clause of the bill 
being under consideration: 


ations—to see that no waste has occurred in the 
management of the appropriation for the current 
year. We appointed the Committee of Ways and 
Means to look into these things, and to ‘report 
here upon the necessity of the appropriation. If 
the country sees any attack in my remark, it will 
see it only as touching those whose duty it is to 
look closely into the expenditure of this appropri- 


| ation, and who come here without any accurate 


knowledge in regard to it. 
[Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. DUNHAM. I trust, sir, that this amend.- 


As to this particular 
item, I have taken some considerable pains myself 


| to ascertain as to the propriety of the amount. 


The object of this item is, to provide barracks for 
your soldiers, and necessary buildings for the 
shelter and protection of your commissary and 


| quartermasters—for your ordnance and ammuni- 


tion stores. I will state, that the estimates for 


| these matters, sent in by the commanders at the 
|| different posts, were most closely and rigorously 


examined, and they were in all cases reduced, so 


| far as the quartermaster general could ascertain 


that the public service would warrant, such reduc- 


| tion. Now, sir, I must call the attention of the com- 
} 





ed, and it will not be expected, by the country, | 
that the President is to superintend, personally, | 
the current expenditures by subaltern officers. Tf | 


we content ourselves with an attempt to visit the 
President with the responsibility of every abuse in 
every department of the Army, the Navy, and 


Indian affairs, we shall ourselves teach the em- | 


ployees of the bureaus that whenever a question 
of practical reform arises here, they may take 
shelter under the theoretical responsibility of the 


President, and will not be subjected to any severe 
scrutiny from Congress. 


I shall say no more. It is our duty to look 


narrowly into the necessity for these appropri- | 


mittee to another matter. I was asked vesterday 
by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Mar- 
SHALL,] and, I believe, by another gentleman this 
morning, why it is we of the Committee of Ways 
and Means are not able to give more information 
as to the manner in which the money heretofore 


1} appropriated tor the fiscal year h is been expended ? 


| Why, it is clear, sir, that it would be impossible to 
| give it in exact detail. 


| are prescribed for the amount of forage of 


Now, as to the latest returns made frem these 
different posts, I have had them in my possessio 
ever since this discussion commenced. IT have 
them here; and if I had had time, [ should have 
laid before the committee a statement of the num- 
ber of horses, and of the number of troops upon 
every post upon the frontier. Proper regulations 


t every 


| horse; proper regulations are prescribed as to the 


quartermaster’s stores to be issued to every sol- 
dier, and every issue made to or by the officers 
having charge of that department. All these ex- 
penses for the furnishing of these materials have 
been calculated; and you have only to place these 
expenses by the side of the money you have here- 
tofore appropriated to provide for them, and then 
decide whether you have given money enough for 
the purpose? I believe, sir, that within the last 
six months there has been a most rigid and care- 
ful investigation as to the manner in which the 
posts upon the frontiers have been stationed, and 
every exertion has been niade to remedy the 
abuses which have taken place on earlier occa- 
sions in that country; but this is quite a question 
of time—a thorough reform cannot be effected ina 
day, a week, or a month. Every endeavor is 
now being made to remedy them, and I believe 
with much success, too; and the War Department 
is entitled to credit for it. 


Now, if gentlemen would examine the report of 


the Secretary of War, which has been laid upon 
their tables, in which he shows the necessity for 
these appropriations, they can ascertain what has 
become of the money heretofore appropriated, for 
the bill which we passed last year showed how 
much money was appropriated for every branch 
of the service; and if they examine the report of 
the Secretary of War, they will see exactly what 
money is left in the Treasury, for each particular 
branch of the service. I do not, sir, speak of the 
manner in which the money has been expended 
heretofore. I donot believe in the doctrine that 
if this money has been improperly expended, you 
are to punish the, in some instances, innocent 
officers, by striking them through the service 
of your country; but if you can put your finger 
upon any officer who has neglected his trust— 
has not performed his duties faithfully—you will 
of course hold him responsibie, and you could 
easily make the proper charges against him di- 
rectly, or compel his superior officer to do so. 
Sut this doctrine of holding all the officers in 
the service responsible for this deficiency is mon- 
strous. I say, sir, that there is no difficulty in 
ascertaining what has become of the monev: and 
my duty as a member of this Committee of Ways 
and Means has made me anxious to discharge 
the responsibility resting upon me to the coun- 


| try; and I have examined this report of these cal- 





835 


culations carefully, to become of 
{ very clear 
’ Che manner in 
which this estimate has been made is this: they 
know the number of horses upon the frontier, and 
what it costs at the time of the last reports to sup- 
port each horse, and they know how much it 
takes to support each man; and they have made 
a calculation of how much your former appro 
priations fall short of furmshing the amount 
needed. I will state, sir, for the information of 
the committee, that, after this estimate was sent 
here to this House, and after further returns had 
come in to the quartermaster’s department which 


see what has 
this money, and it appears to me to be 


that this money is now needed. 


showed that they had effected a reduction in the 
expense of furnishing supplies. The estimates 
were cut down over $150,000 for this branch of the 
service, and the quartermaster general has shown 


a worthy determination to reduce, so far as a faith- 
ful rezard to the public service would permat, 


Mr. CLEYELAND. I have 


lection in reference to 


some little recol- 
this matter. At the last 
session of Congress I moved an amendment to the 
amendment of the rentleman from Kentucky ,» Te- 
ducing the amount to $50,000. 
Congress, this House had pi 


During the last 
ented to it by the 
ntleman who made the estimates, and who asked 
of this House to grant supplies, estimates for 
War Department of the sum of $11,000,000 


the 
Some 
ten or e'even vears since 83,500,000 was all the 
money required for the purpose of supplying this 
army of defense, with all the requisite necessaries. 
We had increased our frontier cert inly wher this 
had increased in such an astonishing manner. The 
House after a full, long, and tedious examination 
of the matter, determined to strike off three mill- 
ions of the money asked for. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The ite 
barracks is the item now under co 
Ch urmMan. 

The CHAIRMAN, 

Mr. HOUSTON. Thenl propose to confine 
mv friend from Connecticut to the amendment 
which opened the debate upon that item. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. 
that amendment. 


The CHAIRMAN. 


bama rises to a question of order. 


irters and 
side ration, Mr ° 


m for q 


Yes. 


1 will confine myself to 


The gentleman from Ala- 
The Chair- 
man is of opinion that the gentleman from Con- 
necticut [Mr. Cieve.anp] ts not out of order, in 
the course of re mark being pr rsued by him. 

Mr. HOUSTON... The ite 
barracks. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I am endeavoring, sir, 
to show this House what le mmside r to be the duty 
of the House in reference to the question now be- 
fore them; but lam surprised that the learned and 
distinguished gentleman at the head of the Ways 
and Means Committee should have taken an ex- 


mis for qi 


i 


iarters and 


ception to my remarks, as he was nota member 
of the last Congress. 

Mr. HOUSTON, 
de hate. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I wish to call the atten- 
tion of the House to the fact that we gave 
to the War 
not satisfied with the estimates; that we were not 
satisfied with the manner in which the public 
money was used, and squandered in support of 
our troops abroad. They have had a year’s no- 
tice, in which time they could have prepared and 
furnished to this House full information of what 
they had every reason in the world to suppose 
would he required before the committee reported 
to the House a deficiency of some $2,000,000 or 
$3,000,000, or before the House of Representa- 
tives would ever grant that bill 
the committee. 

Now, sir, I ask this House, and I ask the coun- 
try, how are we called upon to act in this matter? 
They have done just what their friends feared last 
year they would do. They have gone on and 
spent our money regardless of the remonstrances 
and the reproaches which have fallen upon them 
ever since they have done so. I have listened, in 
the course of this debate, to the arrcuments of the 
chairman of the Ways and Means Committee, but 
I cannot help coming to the conclusion arrived at 
by the gentleman from Kentucky, {[Mr. Mar- 
SHAY L,| that they have not given us a single Op- 
portunity to point to one single item in that enor- 
mous bill, and say what ought to be rejected by 
this House. Not one. , Pp 

{Here the hammer fell .] 


I have no objection to the 


notice 
Department last year 


\ that we were 


if it wereasked by 
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Mr. BROWN, of Miasissippi. 1 intend to 
vote against the amendmentof the gentleman from 
Connecticut, [Mr. Crreveranp,] and against the 
amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Marsmatt;] in fact, against all the amend- 
ments proposing to reduce the ap propriations in | 
this bill, unless the Committee of Ways and | 
Means shal! inform us through their chairman that 
some deduction can be made; and, finally, sir, I 
intend to vote for the passage of this bill. J do 
not coneur in the view taken by my friend from 
Ohio, {[Mr. Sweerser,] that because the gentle- 
man from New York, [{Mr. Brooxs,] and other 
friends of the Administration, think proper to tell 
us we are responsible for the appropriation, and 
that the Administration ts not, therefore we should 
vote arainst this bill. 

At the last session of Congress, sir, the War 
De partment sent in its estimates, and this House 
took the responsibility of cutting them down, thus 
indicating to the Administration that the expendi- 
ture in that branch of the publie service was to be 
confined within eertuin limits. for some reason, 
certainly not yet explained to Congress, or to the 
country, the expenditure has exceeded the appro- 
priation. ‘They now come and ask for an addi- 
tional appropriation, telling us that it is necessary 
for the public service. ‘The question, therefore, is 
not whether there has been a peed use made of 
the money already appropriated, but whether your 
soldiers and officers, Slee had nothing to do with 
the disbursement of this money, and who ren- 
dered service to the country, shall be paid for 
their Suppose that the See retary of 
War should seize upon the whole of this appro- 
priation, and squander it, could this Government 
refuse, therefore, to pay its soldiers? Is not the 
soldier entitled to. $8 a month even if this money 
had been unjustly and inequitably disposed of? 
Are they not entitled to their compenss tion ? Is 
not the commander of your armies entitled to com- 
pensation? Are not our soldiers to be provided 
with clothing and shelter? These are the questions 
we are called upon to try? Is not the man who 
furnishes your armies with pork, and beef, and 
clothing, entitled to his compensation? ‘That is 
a question you are called upon to decide, 

Now, as to this matter of responsibility, [am 
willing that the country shall dispose of it. Let 
the country decide whether the Administration 
shall confine the e xpenditures within the appro- 
priations. The Administration come and ask us 
for this money; Mt are left no discretion. Gentle- 
men mey talk of this matter as they will; 
men may vote against the bill, but there is nota 
nit mber of Congress W ho will defeat it by his 
N rentlemen would falter if 


services ? 


rentle- 


vote, 
No, sirt | believe that 
itcametothat. ‘They would notleave your army 
serving upon the frontier; they would not leave 
their officers without pay; they would not punish 
the innocent for the acts of the guilty. My friend 
{[Mr. Orr] is a gentleman ef too high a sense of 
justice for that. } 


I intend, sir, to vote for t 
propriation ; I intend to refer to my constitue nts 
and the country for settlement, theque stion whether 
this Administration has made a just and proper 
distribution of the money appropriated last ses- 
sion. 

if it shall appear that the appropriation was 
too small the Administration will stand justified 
in demanding, and we shall be justified in voting, 
it. If the appropriation was sufficient, and the 
money has been wasted, we shall still he justified 
in voting for this bill, The country will not hold 
the parties faultless who squandered the money. 
They must account. But on the other hand, we 
shall not be held faultless if we withhold justice 
from the innocent. If this money has been squan- 
dered, let the guilty be punished; but do not 
withhold justice from the labororer because your 
own unfathfal purser has wasted your money. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment to the amendment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. PRICE. I propose now, sir, an additional 
amendment of $50,000. [ am one of those, Mr. 
Chairman, who believe that our frontiers have not 
received the protection that they ought to have had 
during the last year; and therefore, sir, I advocate 
increasing this appropriation. 1, myself, have 
been upon the frontiers within the last year; and, 
sir, I have witnessed the outrages committed by 
the Indians upon our borders, and have heard the 
complaints of our people who are crying aloud 
for protection. Sir, during this last year Califer- 


ye an- 





OLS AOE LEN ULE A a ty RENE UR 


| frontiers, and left 





ais he fae an expense of nearly $3,000,000 {| 
for the protection of her own people, and keeping 
down Indian insurrections; and yet we are told here 
that we must diminish the appropriations, and 
curtail the line of operations of ourarmy. What 
was the situation of the Executive of this coun- 
try by the reduction of the appropriation for the 
last year? Was it for him to diminish the out- 
posts upon our frontiers? Could he have done so 
at less expense than he has already incurred ? 
No, sir; the movements of our troops by the 
withdrawal of them from the frontier, would have 
increased the expenditure of transportation and 
the quartermaster’s department far beyond what 
has already been incurred. Such would have 
been the case; and it was for him to wait the ac- | 
tion of this Congress, to know whether he is to be 
sustained, and whether these outposts are to be 
kept up. It would have been, sir, a sacrifice of 
life and property beyond the contemplation of this 
House, to have withdrawn the troops from our 
our settlers to the merciless 
tomahawk of the savages. 

Sir, the gradual increase of expenditures of the | 
departments of the quartermaster, in my estima- 
tion, is very readily accounted for from the extent | 
of our territory; from the extent of our line of 
frontier posts; from the extent of the inland trans- 
portation of provisions, which has grown from 
two cents a pound to sixteen cents a pound trans- 
portation since 1845; and it clearly appears to me, 
from the small investigation which I have been 
able to give this matter, that it is right and proper, 
and that the expenditure of this department is 
fully justified by the amount of service they have 
performed. Sir, so far as the quartermaster gen- 
eral is concerned, he is in no way responsible for 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


the expenditure; and, sir, as hee learly shows to | 


you by his report, the objects of the appropriation 
were not diminished—he, by the report to the 
Secretary of War, tells him that he cannot diminish 
hisappropriation, Sir, itis for Congress to dimin- 
ish the objects of the appropriation by diminish- 
ing the army which could not be sustained upon 
the frontiers as cheaply and as conveniently as it 
would be sustained in the old States; but it is 
much more necessary and beneficial to the nation 
upon the frontier than anywhere else. Therefore, 
sir, I justify the President and the Secretary of 
W ar, in the measures they have adopted, and the 


expenditures which they have incurred during the | 


last year; and I hope and trust that this House 
will vote the appropriations now asked for, and I 
should like to see them go beyond it, for I believe 
that the frontiers require much greater protection 
than now is afforded to them. 


Now, sir, what does General Jesup say? Here | 
It is the lancuage of an intelli- 


is his lanruage. 
rent, experienced, and zealous officer, who made 
his estimate based upon the schedule given to him 
by the President of the United States and the Sec- 
retary of War. 


In answer to the Committee of Ways and 


Means of this House at the last session, General || 


Jesup says: 

**{ stated then, as I state now, that this estimate was 
made on fa careful consideration of all the circumstances of 
the service, and a minute calculation of its wants." That 
estimate was returned to me for reduction; but as the objects 
of expenditure over which L have no coutrol remained the 
same, and as I Knew every cent would be necessary, un- 
less those objects were reduced, [ could make no redue- 
tion; to have done so, would have been to deceive the Ex- 
ecutive, Congress, and the country. Money cannot be saved 
by cutting estimates down, but the service may be embar- 
rassed, and arrearages cansed by it; to save money, objects 
of expenditure must be dispensed with.” 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 


was about saying when the hammer fell before. I 
| want to call the attention of the committee to this 
| one fact. ‘The Administration had a year’s notice; 
they were called upon to inform the Committee of 
Ways and Means in regard to the necessity for 


' this amount of expenditure, and I ask whether | 


they have done it? If they have, it would be the 
| committee’s duty to come in and say to the House 
| that all of this appropriation is necessary. If they 
' would state that, there is not a member upon this 
floor who would not be willing to make the grant— 
| whether one million or ten millions, 
Mr. GENTRY. Do not the committee say 
that it is necessary, by reporting the bill, and rec- 
| ommending it? 
| Mr.CLEVELAND. I understand the chair- 
‘ man to state distinctly, that there has been gross 


I am opposed to this | 
amendment, and now wish to conclude what [ | 





March 23, 


TS in the copient of the a aad 
he charged os upon the President and the Secretary 
of War. et misunderstood him, there were 
others can echeemdiaaaae him in the same way. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman wants it, 1 
will repeat what I did say— 

Mr GENTRY. 1 will say, if the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means said that 
which the gentleman has just stated, that he can- 
not maintain it, or make it good. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. All Ihave toadd is this: 
They had a year’s notice that this branch of Con- 
gress would require of them reasons for this ex- 
travagant expenditure of money; and when they 

were called upon by our committee to give reasons, 
they were unable to do so, and yet demanded the 
appropriation of this extraordinary sum of money. 
‘That committee came in here, and, through their 
chairman, say that we feel constrained to report 
the wants of the Government; but we tell you, 
gentlemen of the House of Representatives, that, 
in our judgment, both the Secretary of War and 
the Presidentare guilty of misconduct in regard to 
the expenditure of money that has been appropri- 
ated. Now, with the time they have had to in- 
form the committee; with this declaration made 
by the committee; and, permit me to say, with the 
disposition which is perfectly apparent upon the 
part of the committee to treat the Administration 

with the utmost fairness, it does seem to me that 
they have been guilty of great neglect in not in- 
forming that committee of the necessity for the 
ap propriation which they ask at our hands. The 
claim which is set up here by certain gentlemen— 
that is, for the President to take the responsibil- 
ity—an intimation which fell from my worthy 
friend the Chairman of Ways and Means [Mr- 
Houston] on yesterday, pl that they would not 
have this large sum of money go.over upon another 

Administration , ldo not think was worthy of the 
gentleman, and I do not think that it ought to influ- 
ence the members of this committee. We have 
statements here that our frontier is exposed; that 
savages are barbarously scalping and tomahawk- 
ing women and children. If we have a system of 
plunder of the public Treasury growing up in that 
Department, shall we not pause and try to arrest 

| it, for fear that those cries which have been got- 
ten up for effect may operate against one party, or 
in favor of another party. I say, we are unwor- 
thy of seats upon this floor if we do not, under 
almost any circumstances, endeavor to put a stop 
to corruption. It is our duty to settle whether 
the appropriations are justand right. I contend 
that the House of Representatives yet holds the 
purse-strings; and when they let them go, for any 
consideration—whether political, party, or other- 
wise—the people ought to turn them out and put 
others in their places; put in men who would dare 
to stand up here and act upon the principle of 
, right, regardless of consequences, political or other- 
wise. 

I understand that the only matter we are trying 
is, as to which party is to be injured the most by 
the course we are to pursue, 1n regard to voting 
the enormous deficiencies proposed 1 in the bill. If 
this money is needed, I shall cast my vote for the 
granting of it; if it is not needed, 1 will go against 
it, and let the consequences take care of themselves. 

Ido not care whether the whole army is disband- 
ed. Better have it disbanded than have a system 
of favoritism growing up here—a system of fraud 
and peculation practiced, by which a ton of hay 

is put down as costing $50, - being paid by the 
officer, the change pocketed, and the Government 
cheated out of the money; better that it should be 
disbanded, than such a system of abuse should 
grow up under the patronage of the House of 

Representativ es; for we have this matter all before 

| us, and [ admire the patriotisin of the gentleman 
| from Kentucky, [Mr. Marsnau.,] who stands up 

‘| here and says that, i in the matter of protecting the 

Treasury of the country, that he knows no party. 

He is an honorable man, and that was an honor- 

| able and patriotic sentiment. It will do honor to 
| him long after he shall have left this Hall. We 
| ought all so to act. Above all things, let us learn 
| the President and the Secretaries that we hold the 
‘| purse strings, and that they should not have the 
i} 


control of the purse as well as the sword. 

The amendment to the amendment was then 
rejected. 

Mr. GORMAN. I understand the motion 
! made by the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
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Marsnatt] is, to strike out $219,000, and to in- 
sert $100,000. I wish to amend by striking out 
the whole sum. The gentleman from Mississippi 
(Mr. Brown] has remarked to the committee, 
that we should not withhold the pay of the soldier. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state to 
the gentleman that his amendment is not in order, 
inasmuch as it disposes of the whole clause. 

Mr. GORMAN. I moveto reduce the amount 
to five dollars. That is in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 

Mr. GORMAN. I said that the gentleman 
from Mississippi assumed that we were striking 
at the pay of the soldier. The pay of the soldier 
is provided for in the army appropriation bill— 
for the pay of the army proper; but if he had gone 
a little further and inquired why it is that in 1844 
each soldier cost this Government $404, and in 
1852, $1,000, I should like to hear the reason for 
that. Sir, gentlemen upon this floor imagine that 


we must take the ipse dixit of the Committee of || 


Ways and Means; that we must take the esti- | 


mates of the Departments. I deny it as a princi- 
ple. I insist that the a branch of the 
Government has the right to control the expenses 


whenever they please. They have the same rights | 


of information that the Committee of Ways and 
Means have. A gentleman who is not posted up 
on the subject is not fully within the line of his 
duty. IL undertake to say that the quartermaster’s 
department has increased the expenditures nearly 
fifteen times as muchas it was five yearsago. Why 
isit? Iconfess, sir, that thereisa large increase on 
account of the extent of our territory; but what is 
the principle reason? j 
forms this House that large abuses have crept into 
the quartermaster’s department. Officers are sent 
forward in the country to buy horses, who are in 
partnership and acting with the vender. They 
make millions of dollars. 
knife? With the department. The men at these 
posts, they say to themselves, have strong friends— 
Senators and Representatives—to plead theircause, 
and they are retained. Who is responsible? I 
care not who is responsible. It is a wrong, and 
I should be derelict to my duty if I were to stand 
here and be particeps criminis to the wrong. We 
curtailed at the last session of Congress these ap- 
propriations nearly $2,500,000. What have they 
done? They have come up to that $2,500,000, 
and are here asking us to supply a deficiency of 
$3,000,000. Why is that? Is your army in- 
creased? Are your provisions increased in price? 
Notatall. It is because men—one man of whom 


Where is the pruning | 


I can name—are in partnership with the purchasers | 


and stipulate to the amount of $120,000. He is in 
partnership with the purchaser, who pays three 
times the value of the property. The Government 
has dismissed him. He has made an independent 
fortune, and is living upon his means in Oregon. 

Several Memsers. Who is he? 

Mr. GORMAN. I shall certainly not name 
him here. I will name him to any gentleman 
who may call upon me for that purpose. I am 
responsible for what I say in relation to this mat- 
ter. What does the Secretary of War mean when 
he says that these abuses have crept into the De- 
partment? He means something or he means 
nothing. 
take the estimates of the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment and pass upon them or upon some of the 
officers or persons who live upon the Government 
pap? I deny itasa principle. I insist that it is 
our duty to curtail when, from the information 
obtained, our judgment dictates that course. Why 
these expenditures are almost one third larger 
than they were during the Mexican war—a for- 
eign war. I see,in the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment there were eight hundred and fifty wagons 
transporting supplies from San Antonio, and a 
corresponding number of mules. They must have 
had a wagon for each officer and soldier. I donot 
know how long it took to transport them. There 
was a regiment about Texas and Santa Fé, and 
eight hundred and fifty wagons to transport sup- 
plies. Did the Committee of Ways and Means 
undertake to investigate the whys and wherefores 
of that item? I undertake to say here, in the 

resence of the chairman, that bn have not. 
hey have reported it to the House, and have 
not investigated whether it was right or wrong. 
Here the hammer fell. 
Mr.TAYLOR,. Mr. Chairman, the only obiect 
which I have in view, and which will influence me 


What, then, is it our duty todo? To | 


The Secretary of War in- | 


THE 




























in voting for these appropriations, is to ascertain, 
'as the gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. Cieve- 


LAND] remarked, whether they are just and right. 
Now, how am I to ascertain that? © It is impossi- 
ble for the two hundred and thirty different gentle- 
men composing this committee to investigate par- 
ticularly every item submitted to us from the War 
Department by the Secretary of War. The best 
light we have is the investigation which a com- 
mittee of this House gives to the subject, ap- 
pointed by the Speaker, elected by a large major- 
ity, and in whom we confide; and when they 
come in here, a committee composed, I believe of 
six gentlemen of the Democratic party and three 
Whigs, with the estimates from the War Depart- 
ment—estimates submitted, I believe, by a Demo- 
cratic quartermaster general, about whom I know 
little—how am I to be controlled? How is my 
judgment to be made up? I believe these appro- 
priations are necessary, generally, to carry on the 
public business, and to carry on the Government. 
I look at the reports from your Departments, I 
hear the explanations of your committee, I ascer- 
tain from the most experienced in the public ser- 
vice, that these appropriations are necessary, and 
then I deem it my duty to vote supplies. Now, 


| while I am up I wish to say to my friend and col- 


| priations made from year to year. 


league [Mr. Oups] over the way, who said that 
there was a time in this House when one party 
withheld supplies—I am happy to say to him and 
the country that, in the five years I have been in 
service here, I have never known such a party, 
and never hope to know sucha party. I have 
voted the necessary supplies to the Government— 
to the military and the naval service of the coun- 
try—and I shall continue to do so from the best 
lights I can get to guide my judgment. 

I believe, Mr. Chairman, great reforms are ne- 
cessary in regard to our war and naval establish- 
ment. I believe that if some of the gentlemen who 
hold positions in the bureaus under the Secretaries 
of Warand Navy, whoare professional men, sym- 
pathizing with their corps, were sent off on public 
duties, and eminent citizens, capable of looking 
into the expenditures, were put in their stead, we 
should have a reduction of the enormous appro- 
1 I would place 
at the head of the quartermaster’s bureau an emi- 
nent civilian, capable of investigating the necessity 
for these supplies, and reporting to Congress how 
much was necessary. [ would have him ascertain 


| by intelligent communication with the officers of 


{| Mexico and to carry on the war. 


the army and others all over the country. These 
reforms are needed, but it is impossible for a 
member serving two or three years to undertake 
them. The Whigs, as charged by my colleague 
{[Mr. Otps] the other day, never withheld sup- 
plies when they were in a majority in this House. 
During the last two years of Mr. Polk’s adminis- 
tration the Whigs had a majority here. My col- 
league then, Mr. Vinton, as chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, did himself honor in 
the national, enlarged, sensible, and intelligent 
manner in which he voted and reported supplies 
necessary to extricate ourselves from the war with 
I was in- 
formed by the then Secretary of the Treasury— 
Mr. Walker—that a more faithful man in that 
position never served in this House, and that he 
never asked for a reasonable appropriation that 
was not promptly granted and promptly explained, 
and passed by the House, though they were 
against the then Administration. That is the spirit 
in which we must act here, no matter who is 
President, who administers the Departments here. 
We are acting for the country—for the whole 
country; and while we see that these appropria- 
tions are not extravagant, we are bound to vote 
the necessary supplies to carry on the Govern- 
ment. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 


| to the amendment, and it was not agreed to.: 


Mr. GENTRY. I move to increase the item 
of appropriation five dollars. The Committee of 
W aysand Meansseems to be very much reproached 
here, because it does not exhibit the state of facts 


' which demonstrates to the House the necessity of 





passing this bill. That it is a duty which that 
committee is doubtless competent to perform. My 
honorable friend from Indiana [Mr. Gorman] 
propounds a question, which he says ought to 
have been explained by the Committee of Ways 
and Means. He desires the extraordinary fact 
explained, that whereas the cost of our army in 
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1844-"5, per man, was so much, it now amounts 
toa much larger sum. And no man-that is re- 
sponsible seems to assume, that it can be accounted 
for otherwise than by attributing corruption and 
profligacy to the 
Sal I} ee lever i r duty * 

nent. mve not considered it my duty particu- 
larly to take this matter in charge 


reasons ut 


Executive offiters of the Govern- 


and show the 
on which it rests. 

Mr. GORMAN. I did not say Executive affi- 
Fat. 


Mr. GENTRY. I a his remark 


s were 
addressed cenerally. did not make that re 
mark so much in reply to him as to others, who 


have arraigned the Secretary of War upon the 
one hand and the other. I take it for granted, 
that many of the rentlemen who have addressed 
the House, have not read his report. 

account for and explain in it, not in 
and even where he fails to ey 


He does 
every ttemi: 
plain the iterns of 
army, yet he ad 
abuses. Did they oceur but 
: Have they not existed for years ? 
And when shall we hope to see the day that some 


' 
mits that there are 


vest rda ye 


abuses of this kind will not exist in every branch 
of the Government, where expenditures are to be 
made. Did they not exist in Mexico during the 
last war? How defaulters there are who 
have not set ounts with the 
master’s and paymaster’s departments? lere is 
the Secretary of War’s,account of this matter of 
expenditur : 


HANY 


+] ] ] i, . . . 
Lic tier mae quarter 


“In my last annual report, [ adverted to the enormons 
increase in the expense of supporting the army, and to the 
causes that produced it. These causes are principally 

“let. That, as has been already stated, more than one 
half ot the whole army is stationed on our remote frontier, 
ind so far as expenses are concerned, may be considered as 
in active service in time ot wal 

‘2d. That the military posts on the frontier were for 
merly on or near navigable nvers, but now, on the contrary, 
are either tar in the interior of the country or on the Pacific, 
and, consequently, can only be reached by an overland 
journey of bundreds of miles, or by a sea voyage of several 
thousand. 

‘The following is a list of what were our most remote 
posts in 1845, and their respective distances from naviga 
lion: 

Fort Snelling, accessible 

Fort Leavenworth, accessible by steam-boats. 

Fort Wilkins, accessible by steam-boats, 

Fort Gibson, accessible by steam-boats. 

Fort Smith, accessible by steam-boats. 

Fort Jesup, 24 miles steam-boat 


by steam- boats. 


from navigation, by 


wagons. 

Fort Atkins, 24 miles from steam-boat navigation, by 
wagons. 

Fort Towson, 6 miles from steam-boat navigation, by 
wagons 


Fort Washita, 86 miles from steam-boat navigation, by 
wagons. 
Fort 
wagons. 


Scott, 90 miles from steam-boat navigation, by 

* Compare this list with that of some of the most remote 
posts at the present tine 

“Indianola, now the dept for the greater part of the 
posts in Texas, and some of those in New Mexico, is 540 
miles by water, from New Orleans. From this depot it is, 
by wagons, 

To Fort Worth.. aseetis 420 miles. 

TO Bh PAG. cecccccceds cttscoéccvsccccect 803 

To, Dona ANG scace csc cee igbedcticevetesveee 

To the post at the Copper Mines........ wre 6 

‘ Fort Towson and Fort Smith, both depending upon New 
Orleans, are the frontier dep ts for the posts on the north 
line of Texas; the transportation by wagons is, from Fort 
Towson to Fort Belknap, 302 miles; trom Fort Smith to 
Fort Arbuckle, 167 miles 

« Fort Leavenworth, 420 miles from St. Louis, by water, 
is the frontier depét for the posts on the Santa Fe and Or 
gon routes. Thence itis, by wagons, 


To Fost Larauids..ccocdcccccccteecceces 637 miles. 
Te OE COs cnicnnecconss ese eneeserees 728 = 
ENING. a Gapdal sc enecenetics cécoar Sa. 
TW GON ign i'd co's ECes ccs eccccdvs eve el 
We Maes dis de Hhkn cc Hiewbvhevsese ced 1048 


“ From St. Louis to Fort Snelling, by water, is 725 miles, 
and thence to Fort Ripley, by wagons, 125 miles. 

“From St. Louis to Keokuck, by water, 179 miles, and 
thence to Fort Dodge, by wagons, 240 miles. 

** A large portion of the supplies for the posts on the Pa- 
cific are drawn from the Atlantic States. 

‘¢ 3d. The frontier posts, as may be seen by the foregoing 
list, were then situated in the midst of a fertile and produc - 
tive country, where nearly all the supplies for the troops 
could be procured. Now, on the contrary, they are, for the 
most part, in one of \he most unproductive regions iv the 
world, which furnishes but a small portion of the necessary 
supplies for an army. Those supplies must, therefore, all 
be drawn from the older States and transported immense 
distances. The consequence is that, while in 1545 the cost 
of transportation (of troops and supplies) was $130,055 32, 
in 185051 it amounted to #2,004,408 51. In the former 
the cost of forage was $99,794 20; in the latter it was 
1.287.327 91. The great increase in this last item arises 
not only from the causes just mentioned, but also from the 
great increase of animals in the quartermaster’s depart 
ment. which in 1845 amounted only to eight hundred and 
forty-seven, and in 1850-51 to upwards of eight thousand ; 
and also to the fact that the mounted force has been greatly 
increased. 
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“4th. The great distance which troops have now to be 
transported in going to and from the several posts. 

« This is a very important item. Owing to the smallness 
of our army, changes of station are very frequent, and in- 
stead of being made, as they formerly were, by water, they 
are now made by land. When itis recollected what a vast 
amount of transportation is necessary for an army on along 
march, when vot only their baggage, but supplies of every 


kind (ineluding provision for their daily consumption) must | 


be carried with them, some idea may be formed of the ex- 
pense attending these changes of station. 
will serve, in some degree, to explain the great increase 
that has taken place inthe expenditures of that department. 
For fuller explanations on this subject, [ refer to the accom- 
panying report of the quartermaster general. 

Itis probable, however, that in some instances, the ex 
penditures both of the quartermaster’s and the commissary 
departments may have been increased by mal-administra 
tion. ‘The transactions of both these departments involves 
such a variety of details, and their agents are so far removed 
from the supervision of their chiefs, that abuses may exist 
a long time before they are discovered. Every effort, how- 
ever, has been used to detect these abuses, and to prevent 
their recurrence. Inspections have been sent to the fron 
tiers to inquire into the manner in which the affairs of these 
departments are administered, and a rigid serutiny into ac 
counts has been ordered. L regret to say that the depart 


The above facts | 


ment has some reasons to fear that its apprehensions on this 


subject were not altogether without foundation. 

“From statements carefully prepared by the different 
bureaus of this department, it appears that the increased 
expenditures in the army, resulting from our newly-ac 
quired territory (including Texas)amounted to $4,556,709 75. 

** Congress, at their last session, omitted to provide for a 
deficiency which was ascertained to exist in the appropria- 
tions for the quartermaster’s department for the year ending 
30th June last. Serious embarrassments would have re 
sulted to the service from this omission, had there not ex- 


isted some unexpended balances of former appropriations, | 


which, under the act of ~ 26, 1842, were transferred | 


to the quartermaster’s deparfnent. 


Congress also reduced | 


all the items of appropriations but one, for the same depart- | 


ment, for the current fiscal year ending 30th June next, fifty 
per cent. below the e-timates ; the consequence of which 
is, that the appropriations for that department are entirely 
inadequate to its wants, and that Congress will be called 
upon, at an early period, to supply the deficiency. 

** Congress having clearly manifested a determination to 
reduce, as far as possible, the expenditures of the army, I 
felt it my duty, as far as was practicable, to carry their 
views into effect. I have accordingly Jabored to reform 
abuses, to enforce rigidly all regulations looking to econo 
my, and to retrench every unnecessary expense.”’ 

But itis mm the item of transportation, as every 
man knows, who has paid any attention to this 
subject, from which this large increase of expendi- 
ture occurs. Now, is the Secretary of War and 
the President responsible for the conquest of New 
Mexico, California, and Oregon? Do you expect 
to make this vast addition to your empire, and 
creer the duties which you have engaged to per- 


form in giving protection to the people there from | 
the savage tribes that inhabit those Territories, | 


and execute your treaty stipulations with New 
Mexico, by preventing the savage tribes from 


making incursions into their territory, without an | 


addition to the annual expenditures in the military 
service? 

Mr. SWEETSER. It will be recollected by 
gentlemen who served in the last Congress, that 
when the civil and diplomatic bill was under con- 
sideration before this House, a large item, amount- 
ing to about $2,500,000 Was stricken down, after 
a full and fair discussion of the question in the 
House, and that they claimed that something had 
been gained by the manner in which they had dis- 
posed of that bill. ft will beremembered, that the 
distinguished gentlemen, who took a part in that 
discussion, and more particularly the honorable 
gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Burt,] at 
the head of the Military Committee, then avowed 


‘in the face of votes at the last Congress. 


to remedy these abuses. This question overrides 
all party considerations. It is a question amount- 
ing simply to this: whether, under the forms of 
making appropriations as the representatives of 
the people here, we are compelled or called upon 
to surrender those functions placed in our hands 
by the Constitution and the laws of the country, 
to the Executive Department of the Government, 
and admit that in our action hitherto, in relation 
to these matters, that they have been justified in 
expending this nee without any authority of 
law, and indeed in violation of law? There is no 
party question in this, and all this attempt to 
shirk responsibility and fix it upon this or that 
branch of the Government, in my judgment, 
amounts to nothing. There should be a respon- 
sibility somewhere; and if properly left to the 
House of Representatives by the Constitution and 
law to determine by their action in voting sup- 
plies, it is their duty to see that the appropria- 
tions estimated for by the Executive branch of the 
Government are legitimate subjects for a deficien- 
cy bill. It is not for us to hunt up the delinquent 
officers. The frauds upon the Treasury being ad- 
mitted, as is the case in this debate, the Executive 
branch of the Government are bound in the honest 
discharge of public duty to see where the fault lies, 
and to apply the necessary remedy. But as one of 
the representatives of the people, I care not where 
it lies. It shall be fixed somewhere; and let the 
friends of the Administration take what course 
they please in reference to the defense of the Ad- 
ministration; Iam entitled to withhold my vote 
from the sanction of any measure which seems to be 
so entirely subversive of the independence of the 
House of Representatives. We hold the purse- 
strings of the nation, and we mightas well go for- 
ward and formally surrender them up as pass this 
deficiency bill. AsI have said before, we sanction 
the course pursued by the Administration directly 
Iam 
not prepared to make the surrender, as far as I 
am concerned, Iam not prepared to surrender 
that power which the Constitution has placed in 
our hands, and I do not regard this measure as 


| being necessary in order to sustain the soldier. 


to the House and oneer that there were abuses || 
in the quartermaster’s department of the army, | 


which required not only the action of the House 
then, but at a subsequent session of Congress. 
That promise was made, not only to the Ad- 


ministration, but pledged to the country, that | 


the time had come when the representatives of 
the people would clamor at these abuses; and in 
order to redeem that pledge, we find the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means of the present House | 


of Representatives bringing forward a deficiency 
bill, which sanctions what we condemned by our 
act in the last Congress—sanctioning the very ex- 
penditures which were then stricken out in the 
civil and diplomatic bill, by adding $500,000 to 
the aggregateamount. At this session we find the 
present Committee of Ways and Means coming 
forward and asking this House of Representatives 


to appropriate $3,000,000 by way ofa deficiency | 


bill, not only to sanction the extravagance of the 
various departments of the General Government 


but to sanction their contracts, made without au- | 


thority of law, if not in open violation of law, 


This quartermaster’s department is a department 
complained of even by officers of the army, and I 
have now in my possession letters from New 
Mexico, Texas, and the Western frontier, that 
condemn the course pursued by that department. 
If | were to read some of these letters, they would 
probably disturb the minds of the Administra- 
tion. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment to the amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. ORR. I move to reduce the appropriation 
three dollars. The gentleman from Indiana, who 
sits near me on my left, [Mr. Dunnam, ] indicated 
very strongly in the speech he madea few moments 
ago, that you will not strike at public officers 
through the public service. I cannot percieve any 
very efficient way of striking at them otherwise 
than in this particular manner. The Committee of 
Ways and Means in this House have investigated 
the matter, and what is their report? The chair- 
man of the committee says one description of offi- 
cers is responsible; the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Brooxks,] a member of the committee, says 
General Jesup is responsible; and, I suppose, the 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Gorman] would de- 
volve the responsibility upon still another class of 
officers. What, then, is to be left for the House 
to do, except to charge the responsibility either 
directly upon the President, or upon the Secretary 
of War? How else are you to reach them, if the 
President and Secretary do not apply the correct- 
ive? Ithink I suggested the only way in which 
that corrective can be applied, and that is, to re- 
fuse to vote for the appropriations until the House 
have an earnest from the President that, in future, 
the public funds shall not be squandered; and that 
hereafter the appropriations made by Congress 
shall not be exceeded. The chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means tells you that there 
are abuses. tt is said upon all hands that there 
are abuses. Let me inquire of you, How ig the 
corrective applied? Those abuses were known to 
exist two years ago; but what progress has the 
President or Secretary of War made in correcting 
them? If you go on making the appropriations 
they call for, or if you refuse to make the appro- 
priations pursuant to their estimates, but after- 


when the House had given notice, that they were || wards vote deficiency bills to supply the original 





| 


| ive applied. 
| abuses? 
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amount of estimates, there never will be a correct- 
What is the character of these 
My friend from Tennessee [Mr. Gen- 
TRY] says the reason why the expenses in the 
quartermaster’s department have been increased so 
much within the last two years is on account of 
transportation. I grant to him that is one very 
material item of the increase, but there are other 
items. The chairman of the Committee of Ways 


,and Means, in his speech yesterday, furnishes a 





table showing that $100 per month is paid for the 
quarters of one or two officers. In other instances, 
$81 per month. Here is a sum of $100 per month 
for quarters for three officers, stationed at Santa 
Fé, making, in the aggregate, $1,200 a year paid 
by way of rent. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Chairman, it has been as- 
sumed here, upon all hands, that there are gross 
abuses existing in the administration of the Ex- 
ecutive Department, or in the quartermaster’s de- 
partment, reaching to some material amount in 
this bill. Ideny it. I am not able to go into the 
whole matter in a five minutes speech, but 1 am 
ready to meet any man who asserts it, hereafter, 
upon the floor of this House, and I wish him to 
bring his proof, 

Sir, the officers of the army are not dishonest 
scoundrels, who would plunder the public Treas- 
ury, as has been asserted here. They are honor- 
able, high-minded gentlemen, who are under oath 
to perform the duties which have been committed 
to them. 

Why talk about responsibility? whether it is 


| with this side of the House or with the other side 


of the House? or with the Administration? Sir, 
it is with neither. It is with that Executive and 
those Congresses that brought about the annexa- 
tion ot Texas, the Mexican war, and the treaty 
of Guadalupe Hidalgo. You expect to buy a 
whistle and not pay the price for it. You annex 
Texas and get possession of Oregon, California, 
and New Mexico, and expect to pay nothing for 
it. Sir, every dollar of this expense was neces- 
sary, and has been justly incurred. It makes no 
difference to the Administration whether you vote 
it or not. 

Now, as to the responsibility. Some gentle- 
men blame General Jesup. He does not belong 
to the Whig party. I do not know him. I never 
spoke to him in my life. But I desire to exoner- 
ate him, and to say that, so far as this expense 
arises from continuing the army on the frontier 
for the protection of the country, the Administra- 


| tion is responsible for it. Those gentlemen, there- 


fore, who are attacking the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment, may reserve their attacks for the Adminis- 
tration. 

Now, what are the facts of the case? Congress, 
at its last session, cut down the estimates for this 
service one half. The gentleman from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Marsnatt,] with all his knowledge concern- 
ing military affairs, cannot justify that. It is be- 


yond the power of his genius or talents to do it. 
| Nobody can justify it. ‘They struck in the dark, 





without information, and cut down the estimates 
one half. They were informed at the time by the 


| War Department, that the way to effect a reduc- 
| tion of the expenses, was to decrease the army, 
| but they refused to do it. 


I offered an amend- 
ment here, that in case the money appropriated 


| was found insufficient, that then the President 


might withdraw the amey on the frontier, but the 
House voted itdown. Mr. Schenck, then a Rep- 
resentative from the State of Ohio, and now Min- 
ister to Brazil, offered a similar amendment, and 
it, too, was voted down by the gentleman from 
Kentucky and those who acted with him. They 
refused to withdraw the army or to reduce the 
number of troops, but they did reduce the appro- 
priation, and that, too, in the face of a letter from 
the Department, telling them that the only way in 
which the expenses could be decreased, was by a 
reduction of the army. Nay, more, sir; they in- 
creased every company and mounted two regi- 
ments of infantry. 

Sir, we are now in a state of war; and that, too, 


| thousands of miles from the interior of the coun- 


try. When Napoleon invaded Russia, his sup- 
plies had not so far to go to the scene of opera- 
tions as our’s now have. Our troops, instead of 


| shouldering the musket, are now shouldering the 
| spade, and cultivating potatoes and corn. At the 
post at Fort Leavenworth last year, they made a 
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profit of $6,000 over and above the necessary ex- 
yenses. Whilst our troops are thus engaged in 
the small, paltry, and pitiful work of trying to 
support themselves, gentlemen come here and 
talk of extravagance. Sir, as a member of the 
Committee on Military Affairs, I challenge these 


gentlemen—not in a five-minutes’ speech, but | 


hereafter in Committee of the Whole—to place 
their fingers on an instance of extravagance. I 
can show that their own Administration—Mr. 
Polk’s administration—expended more, in an un- 


authorized way, in the quartermaster’s depart- | 


ment, than has ever been expended by this Ad- 
ministration. 

The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] 
says that the President ought to dismiss the Sec- 
retary of War and all the heads of bureaus, be- 
cause, forsooth, the army costs more than was 
appropriated for it. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. VENABLE submitted a pro forma amend- 
ment, and said: I rise simply to say what I think 


is due to myself, to the chairman of the Commit- | 


tee of Ways and Means, and to the country. I 


. : « - | 
wish to make an explanation in reference to the 


vote which I gave upon this subject during the 
Jastsession of Congress. I then voted for reducing 
the estimates one half, whilst we were warned at 


the time that if we made that reduction we would | 


have to pass a deficiency bill. I find, sir, that I 
erred in voting to reduce those estimates one half. 


We required the Administration to raise new regi- | 
ments, and to place them on the frontier for the | 
muirpose of executing the treaty of Guadalupe | 


lidalzo, by protecting the Mexicans from the 
inroads of the Indiatis. If we withhold the means 
of support, we require them to send our troops 
to the frontiers, and expose them to danger with- 
out arms, equipments, bread, or provisions. 


Sir, | take this occasion to say that I regret the | 


vote I then gave. Wecut down the estimate ex- 
actly one half. We were warned at the time, that 
we would have to pass a deficiency bill. Sir, I 
decline to make allusion to party tactics on a ques- 
tion of this sort. It ought not to be a party ques- 
tion whether the gallant soldiers shall be clothed, 


5° . 7 | 
and fed, and our frontiers protected from the in- 
roads of savages, and it never shall be with me. | 


I will not suggest an unkind insinuation against 
the integrity of such men as Persifer F. Smith, 
and Hitchcock, and Sumner. I am proud of the 
army of the United States, and of the high integ- 
rity and gallant bearing of the officers who com- 
mand it. A man like General Jesup, whose valor 


and honor are recorded on every page of the his- | 
tory of our country for the last thirty cat. is not | 
sustaining | 


to be denounced for supporting an¢ 
troops raised under our own laws, and by ourown 
orders. It ought not to be made a party ques- 
tion. The question is whether weshall not clothe 
and feed men that we have enlisted, and sent to 


our frontiers for the purpose of protecting our | 
frontiers? Whether we shall stand up to our treaty | 


oblizations with Mexico, or suffer these troops 


that we have sent out there to be sacrificed and to 


yerish ? 


[ shall sustain my friend at the head of the | 


Committee of Ways and Means. I have before 
me the estimates which were cut down last year, 


and the communication of the Secretary in which | 


he states specifically the amounts necessary. 
rhe transportation of stores and equipments 


across trackless deserts, far from civilization and | 
its comforts, amidst the dangers arising from scar- | 


city of water and the assaults of savages, must be 
necessarily expensive. But we placed the troops 


there by our own laws—our treaty obligations to | 
defend the frontiers of Mexico from the inroads | 
of the hostile tribes which infest them, required | 
that they should be there. We cannot shrink from | 


the expenses of sustaining them. Let it be re- 
membered that we, by law of the last session, in- 
creased the companies from forty-four to seventy- 
four men, and raised a regiment of mounted men 
without a correspondent increase of the mearis of 
support; and whilst I would most promptly hold 
the Administration responsible for all its faults 


and failures, I am not disposed to make an attack | 


where the defense is so obvious, and completely 
in the hands of those I would assail. At least I 
am not inclined to select gallant soldiers, far from 
home, and surrounded by perils, as the subject of 


| my €xperiment in a party conflict. I will not cur- 
| tail their rations, or diminish their comforts to pre- 
; sent an issue of mal-administration before the 
} country. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I have taken but 
| little part in the discussion touching the deficiency 
estimates forthe quartermaster’s department. The 
gentleman from North Carolina, who has just taken 
| his seat, says that we must support and feed the 
army. Sir, these estimates are not for that pur- 
pose. The commissary general of subsistence 
submitted his estimates at the last session of Con- 
|| gress, and doing so, he made his estimate for every 
man that the law authorized to be in the army, 
and some two or three hundred more than were 
actually in service. He estimated each man’s ra- 
tions to cost twenty cents, and, as he himself says, 
this covers the increased cost of contracts to have 
i} the rations delivered in the new countries. Yes, 
|| sir, and what is the fact concerning all this noise 
about protecting the women and children on this 
frontier. I have here the report of the Adjutant 
General, by which he shows that there are over 
two thousand troops in the military district of 
Texas. We have alsoa report from one of the 
assistant quartermaster’s there, who says that he 
has collected information under the instructions of 
the quartermaster general, and that it is believed 
there has been a great mistake as to the number 
of the Indians on that frontier. He says that if 
the reports of those who have been entrusted with 
this duty are to be relied upon, all the Indians of 
every tribe, age, and sex visiting that military dis- 
trict do not exceed the number of fovr thousand 
persons. That fact has been reported to us. 
Now, sir, I say that when, at the last session, 
Congress had appropriated to this quartermaster’s 
department nearly two million four hundred thous- 
and dollars, they should have so conducted them- 





partment within the appropriation given to them. 
They ought not to have ordered the army about 
from place to place, incurred liabilities, and then 
come here to tell you that the faith and honor of 
the Government are pledged. I say that none of 
them, from the President down to the Assistant 
Quartermaster, have a right to contract liabilities 
and bind this Government to foot up their bills, 
They should have stopped the army and let the 
responsibility for the ills resulting to the country 
come where it ought to be—here—upon the repre- 
sentatives of the people. Ze for one, would be 
willing to take it. 

Sir, if gentlemen think that there are none here 
who would vote against :his bill, if their votes 
could reject it, let them so count noses and bring 
it to the test, and | have the control of one vote 
that will defeat it if it comes to that. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Vena- 
BLE’s amendment to the amendment, and it was 
not agreed to. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I move to reduce 
the amount to $94. 

I merely wish to correct an error, into which the 
gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Evawns,] and the 
| gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Venasie] 
seem to have fallen in respect to the action of the 
Committee of Ways and Means during the last 
session of Congress. The gentleman from Mary- 
land says, and the gentleman from North Carolina 
repeats his statement, that although the army was 
increased largely, yet that we reduced the appro- 
priation for its support. He seemed to imply that 
the basis of our reduction was the estimates sent 
in before the increase in the army was made. 
Such, however, was not the case. After Congress 
had increased the army, the Committee of Ways 
and Means called upon the War Department to 
reform these estimates to conform with this in- 
crease; and these estimates were accordingly in- 
creased upwards of $1,500,000—I do not recollect 
the precise amount. It was upon the basis of 
these increased estimates, made necessary by this 
augmentation of the army, that our reduction was 
made. [t was not, as those gentlemen seem to 
imply, upon the original estimates sent in, to pro- 
vide for the army upon its old organization, but 
upon its new. 

Mr. GENTRY. 


SAY. 








I have just a word or two to 
It seems to be assumed in this debate, that 


for the military service of the countrv, during the 


|| last session, created an imperative obligation upon 
|| the part of the executive branch of the Govern- 
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selves as to have kept the expenditures of the de- , 


the fact of Congress having reduced the estimates | 
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ment, to so arrange matters as not to be under the 
necessity of asking an appropriation for the sup- 
sly of deficiencies such as we a now before us. 
tis assumed by some, that to come here under 
such circumstances is a very great insult or in- 
dignity to this House—that ‘it is exceeding the 
powers recognized as existing in the Executive, 
if it is not absolute usurpation. Now, it is most 
remarkable that any gentleman should entertain 
such a thought as that upon this floor. I do not 
remember a single session of Cengress, for the 
last six or eight years—if there has been one I 
have forgotten it—that such deficiencies have not 
been created. This has especially been so since 
the fiscal year was changed by law. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask m y collengue 
if he can specify one single case since the year 
1844, when the fiscal year was changed, in which 
a deficiency like this has been created where Con- 
gress had cut down their estimates—had positively 
refused to grant them in full? 

Mr. GENTRY. Ido not remember a case so 
precisely analagous, but I do not perceive that the 
principle is changed in the slightest degree. W hat 
did Congress mean by cutting down those esti 
mates at the last session? Why, those gentle- 
men who were the most prominent in inducing 
that result, affirmed that they were taking a leap 
into the dark. 


‘These estimates seemed enormous, 


| and they thought reform ought to be introduced 


somewhere, and that it was the duty of Congress 
to use every exertion in its power to correct abuses 
and to introduce reforms, and they concluded to 
commence with this Department of the Govern- 
ment. But you did not authorize the Executive 
to withdraw your army in New Mexico. Yethe 
could not do it without the authority of Congress; 
and Congress could not withdraw that army, 
placed there to carry out the treaty stipulations 
with Mexico, without a breach of faith, and with- 
out covering itself with dishonor and infamy. 
You called upon the Executive to correct those 
abuses, and to introduce reforms; and he has made 
an effort to do so. Your gallant army has been 
made to raise potatoes and cultivate corn-fields, 
instead of engaging in those military pursuits 
more adapted to their tastes. Then, who are thé 
leaders of yourarmy? Who ts Pérsifer F. Smith? 
Who is General Je sup? Both of them Democrats ? 
J am ashamed to mention such a fact in discus- 
sion; but there is not a man in the army, who, 
for honor, chivalry, and military skill, stands 
higher than Persifer Smith. Iam proud to bear 
such testimony to his character. Whoare Hiteh- 
cock and Sumner, commanders in New Mexico 
and Texas? Is it from their supervision that such 
abuses exist? Do you assume that these menare 
scoundrels, and engaged in the base work of try- 
ine to swindle their Government outof its money? 
Are the whole Army of the United States and its 
officers who have borne their country 3 flag with 
glory everywhere, and than which no nation ever 
boasted such hich metal, the scoundrels? Is that 
the return you give them for their noble and glo- 
rious deeds? And do you intend to withhold 
from the appropriations nec essary to furnish them 
with supplies? Do you intend to repudiate your 
obligations to protect the territory you have ac 
quired? Aye, gentlemen, there lies the rub. You 
want to shrink from the consequences of your 
own policy. You cannot add more territory with- 
out more expense, and great expense. You can- 
not reduce your expenditures for your army while 
you continue to extend your territory, for this 
increase of expenditure has heen brought upon us 
by the increase of your territory. 

[Here the hammer fe!l.} 

The question was then taken upon the amend 
ment to the amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida. I move to strike 
out the whole appropriation. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will suggest 
that that amendment is not in order at this time, 

Mr. CABELL. Then I propose to reduce the 
amount to five dollars. 

Ido not propose at this time to make a five 
minutes speech. I arise for the purpose of infor- 
mation, and I deem it entirely irrelevant to discuss 
the question of the almuses that exist in the army 
of the United States upon our frontier. We ail 
know that abuses exist, and muat continue to 
| exist, in every department of the Government, 

and for which the Administration is not respon- 
sible. 
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Mr. Chairman, there seems to be a misunder- || 


standing in regard to the character of this de- 
ficiency. It has been stated and asserted posi- 


tively, that the deficiency for which we are now }| 


asked to make an appropriation, is for debts 
already contracted by this Government. The gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Oxps] said, in his speech 
yesterday, that **the Secretary of War, in defi- 
‘ance of the manifest determination of Congress, 
‘the law-making power of the people, not only 
‘expended that $1,500,000 refused him by the 
‘ last Congress, but $2,500,000 more than the sum 
‘allowed him; and he comes forward now to ask 
‘ of this Congress to give him this $2,500,000, and 
¢ $1,000,000 more, under the pretext of deficiency, 
‘the gentleman from New York, at the same time 


‘telling us that the responsibility is not with the |! 
* President, bat with Congress;”’ and the gentle- | 


man from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] says the 
Secretary of War had gone on and expended the 
money that Congress had refused him. 
the gentleman from Tennessee, who addressed the 
House a little while ago, says that this money is 


asked for to meet the contracts already made by | 


the Secretary of War, in defiance of the manifest 
will of Congress. Now, sir, I cannot believe this 


is true; if it had been true, [ cannot believe the | 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means | 
would have introduced here a bill making this ap- | 


a ete If these officers have violated the 
aw, they should be held to a strict accountability. 
But when gentlemen make these charges, it is 
essential that there should be an explanation. For 
if they are true, I will not vote for the appropri- 
ation without holding the parties rennesell 
And that I understand to be materially the posi- 
tion of my friend from Kentucky, [Mr. Mar- 
SBALE.] 

Now, I have seen this impression made upon 
the minds of many gentlemen by these statements; 
but I have been informed by a member of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, sitting near me, 
{[Mr. Brooks,] that, so far from this being the 
case, that not one contract has been made, not one 
single liability has been incurred. ‘The Secretary 


of War has expressly stated that no drafts were 
to be drawn upon the Government; that no debt is || 
l ask the chairman | 


now due by that department. 
of the Commitiee of Ways and Means, or some 
member of that committee, to state how that is. 
I appeal to the gentleman who sits near me [Mr. 
Brooks] to give some light upon the matter. 

Mr. BROOKS. I rise to oppose the amend- 


ment of the gentleman from Florida. [Mr. Cas- | 


ett.] My only object in doing it is to answer 
the gentleman’s interrogatory. 


The Executive—and [I said the same thing in | 


my remarks the other day—has not spent one 
cent beyond what Congress has appropriated, and 
he cannot spend one cent beyond that. 


mates the enormous sum of $2,315,000. Never 
before was there such a cutting and slashing with- 
out reason, or rhyme even. ‘The quartermaster 
general now asks Congress to supply what was 


then cut down, to the amount of $2,066,000. This, | 
however, the Committee of Ways and Means do | 
not give him, for they have again cut him down | 


to less than $2,000,000. 
When this cutting and slashing took place the 


last session, itattracted my attention. Asa friend | 


of the Executive | went to him, and said to him 


that I thought it was for him to see if it was not | 


his duty under the action of Congress, to recall 
the army from the distant frontiers, and to bring 


it home to cheaper posts of subsistence, such as | 


could be found perhaps in Connecticut, Ohio or 
Kentucky, or wherever it could subsist the cheap- 
est, and where no transportation would be neces- 


sary. He replied that he had yet some surpluses— | 


some war contributions, some other available 
means from various legitimate sources, and that it 
was his duty to exhaust them first; that Congress 


was again to meet in December; that he would re- | 
state all the facts to Congress, and ask that body | 


for the usual necessary appropriations; but if they 
refused, it would then become his duty to with- 
draw every soldiers from Oregon, California, New 
Mexico, and Texas, and subsist them in the 
cheapest portions of the country. As long as the 
appropriations of Congress would last to keep the 
army on the frontiers, he would keep them there, 
but if Congress refused the means, then let Con- 
gress take the responsibility, 


ener a patience ee 


Again, | 


le. | 


Con- | 
gress during the last session cut down the esti- | 


ELL’s amendment to reduce the appropriation five 
dollars, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. GORMAN. I move to reduce the appro- 
priation one dollar. 

It is not the point before this committee whether 
| we will feed and clothe the soldiery. Thatisa 
faise issue, made up upon this floor It is a false 
expenditure of patriotism. The point before the 


| to speak my own sentiments—if J had the time 


to do it upon this or any other occasioh—I would | 


a 
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The question was then taken upon Mr. Cap- | 


committee is not whether A, B, or C,—whether | 
Sumner, Jesup, and others, were valliant and | 
distinguished men—God knows, that if I were 


‘| be willing to twine around their brows a wreath | 


of glory that should remain with them till time 
should be no more. 


the country. Who has proposed such a thing. 


North Carolina, [Mr. Venasie.] That was the 
patriotism of my friend from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. 
‘| Gentry.| This is simply a question of whether 


‘| tures in the quartermaster’s department. What 


is the quartermaster’s department? 


and mules, and supplies—not of provisions, but 
the mere buying and transportation of horses, 
mules, wagons, and similar species of property. 


ent one entirely. 
Mr. Chairman, we reduced the estimates for 


partment? 
| reduced their expenses $700,000. 
|| A Member. $800,000. 
Mr. GORMAN. 


'| Well, sir, did we hear complaints trom that de- 


It is not a commissary’s department, but a differ- | 


A gentleman says $800,000. | 


It is not a question of keep- | 
ing that money from the officers or soldiery of | 


That was the patriotism of the gentleman from | 


or not you shall increase the amount of expendi- | 


It is the de- | 
partment for the purchase of wagons, and teams, | 


the War Department, during the last session, | 
$2,000,000; and what does the commissary’s de- | 
Why, they took us at our word and | 


| partment? Do we hear that we. did not provide | 


| 


to Oregon, or New Mexico, or Texas? 


|| been, that they have not soldiers enough of the 
right kind. 


dollar from his pay. 


| or, to use his own language, ‘it is known that 
abuses have crept in.’? A million of dollars, and 
upwards; and what was the effect? It has been 
that they come here now, and confess that they 


|| did before. Now, what has produced that change? 
Now, we propose to reduce it again. You have 
| your wagons there, and they are not worn out. 


can do, annually, with $1,000,000 less than they | 


|| enough for the transportation of their provisions | 
That has 
not been the complaint; but the complaint has | 


We do not propose to take a single | 
morsel from the mouth of a soldier, or a single | 
Why, we curtailed one of | 
the departments of the Government, which the | 
| Secretary of War says is known to be corrupt; | 


You have your horses, your mules, your team- | 


sters, your men, and your wagon-masters already 


of your quartermaster’s department? Cannot 
they economize in the purchase of such property 
as they are compelled to purchase? ‘I'he gentle- 
man from Tennessee, [Mr. Gentry,] in his pa- 


But they are not to blame. 


Secretary of War, or General Jesup. I am ask- 


of this department. 


knife there. 

I have one word more. I wish the House dis- 
tinctly to understand that the assistant quarter- 
| masters are not under the control of the officers 
of the line, so that you cannot blame those officers. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. MEADE. 
purpose of hearing some one, who has spoken 
upon this bill, tell this House what will be the 
consequence of its rejection. Let it be taken for 
granted that this Administration has been pro- 
fusely extravagant, wantonly so; take it for granted 
, that we have been defrauded of the appropriations 
which were munificently made by the last Con- 


cae to answer the purposes of the army, and 
| by reason of improper agents that money has been 


|| What are to be the consequences of refusing to 


triotism, asks—who is Sumner ?—who is Hitch- | 
cock ?—who is Jesup? Sir, they are gallant men. |) 
1 am not blaming | 
anybody. I am not blaming the President, or the | 


ing that the representatives of the people shall | 
apply the check, by curtailing the extravagance | 


This matter has been brought | 
before the country, and I propose to apply the 


I have been listening for the | 


| 
| 
gress; take it for granted that enough was appro- | 
| 
| 
| 
t} 


there; and cannot you economize in the expenses | 


— _ a 





|| plundered, how are we to redress ourselves? 


| We cannot. 


' ministration, have failed to disc 


March 23, 


that? Will gentlemen tell me whether the armies 
that are now upon the frontier of Mexico are to 
be withdrawn, or whether they are to remain there 
without means of subsistence? Will gentlemen 
tell me what is to become of our forces in Oregon, 
stationed for the protection of our citizens there? 
if we can withhold this appropriation, and no*bad 


_ consequence result to our army and to the service, 


in consequence of this mode of inflicting punish- 
ment upon the Administration, I am, for one, pre- 
pared to inflict it. But, if by means of such inflic- 
tion, I shall do more injury to thecountry than good 
by saving this money, I will not consent to do it. 
Why, sir, we are in the very common situation of 
a man who has employed a steward, and has sup- 
pes him with all the means necessary to conduct 
1is farm for twelve months, and that steward, un- 
faithful to his trust, has expended in six months 
the supplies that were intended for a year, and he 
comes for more. He is charged with fraud and 
extravagance, and is unable to defend himself in 
the account he renders of the manner in which he 
has expended it. But should the owner suffer the 
horses upon the farm to starve? Should he suffer 
the crops to perish, which are half made? Should 
he suffer everything to go to ruin because of the 
unfaithfulness of that steward? No, sir. He 
must furnish his plantation with new supplies suf- 
ficient to keep it up. 

Gentlemen around me ask me if [ would not 
dismiss the steward? Yes, sir; but the people 
who own this plantation must apply the remedy. 
The people, it is to be hoped, will 
discover their error, and apply the remedy when 
the time comes. But, sir, we will not discharge our 
trust here upon this floor, if in consequence of one 
set of agents becoming reckless of the interests of 
the country, we do not attend to and provide for 
the exigencies of the country. We must supply 
these funds if they are necessary, although we 
may be convinced that the money formerly granted 
has been stolen and the country defrauded out of 
it. ‘There is no remedy. 

The misfortune of this House is in having no 
remedy in their hands. They must submit to the 
evil until the 4th of March next, when the people 
will have applied the remedy. If gentlemen will 
show me that ay withholding these supplies, no 
greater evil will be put upon the country, I will 
give my vote against the bill. But I must know 
the fact. The Committee of Ways and Means, 
a majority of whom are in appossias to the Ad- 

harge their duty, if, 
knowing the fact that these appropriations could 
be withheld, they have not told this House that 


| they might be. 


The amendment to the amendment was dis- 
agreed to. 

Mr. WALLACE. Mr. Chairman, I move to 
amend the clause of the bill, now under consider- 
ation, by striking out the words ‘‘two hundred 
and nineteen thousand dollars,’’ and inserting the 


| words ten dollars. 


I desire, sir, to place the responsibility of the 
extraordinary deficiency in theappropriation. made 
by the last Congress, for the quartermaster’s de- 
partment of the army, and which the honorable 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
tells us, has rendered the introduction of this bill 
necessary, in the right place. The Secretary of 
War, General Jesup, the quartermaster general, 
and other officers and agents of the army, have 
been referred to in this debate, with the view to 
fix upon them the responsibility of the wasteful 
and extravagant expenditures, which have made 
this remarkable deficiency in the army fund. In 
my judgment, sir, this is placing the responsi- 
bility of this prodigality in the use of the public 
money in the wrong place. Who, sir, is the 
commander-in-chief of the army? The President 
of the United States is that commander-in-chief; 
and that functionary, and not his subordinates, is 
responsible for the wasteful extravagance in the 
expenditures of the army fund, of which we have 
heard so much in this debate. Will this House 
pass by the President, and attempt to hold his 
numerous subordinates responsible for the mal-ad- 
ministration of this fund? These subordinates are 
responsible to him, and he is responsible to Con- 
gress and the country; and this, sir, is the form in 
which this question should be met. The matter 
under consideration is a question between the legis- 
lative department and the Executive. Congress 


, make this appropriation? Will gentlemen tell me |) has passed a law, and the Executive, whose duty 
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1852. 


TH 


rn men al ee : 
it was to see that that law was faithfully executed, || hand is to be taken as true, much of the money 


has disregarded its limitations. = 
There is, in my judgment, a principle involved 


| clothing, and for bread for those soldiers. 


in this matter which demands the grave considera- || 


tion of this House. I deem the amount of money 

wroposed to be appropriated by this bill of less 
importance than the principle involved in the re- 
buke which, by implication, the Executive has 
given to the legislative authority. The issue pre- 
sented is an issue between the Executive and Con- 
cress; and this House must determine whether it | 
will permit the Executive to override the authority 
of Congress, and become the mere ministers of his 
will. Will this House determine that the Execu- 
tive departments of the Government may go on ad # 
libitum, and incur responsibilities in the public ex- 
penditures to the amount of millions beyond the 
amount appropriated by law, and then come here 
and demand that these debts, contracted without 
authority of law, shall be sanctioned by Congress, 
and appropriations made to pay them? If such a 
principle be sanctioned, the Executive, and not 
the legislative authority, may hereafter determine | 
the amount of the annual appropriations for the | 
public service; and the army, navy, and civil 
ist will ere long be able to decide what the amount 
of theirown compensation shall be. If this abuse || 
be sanctioned, you make thereby a precedent of | 
the most pernicious tendency. How can you | 
limit the public expenditures, if the laws making 
appropriations be disregarded by the public agents? 
Will you permit your public agents to substitute 
their discretion for the laws passed by Congress? 
Will you make an appropriation of money for a 
particular branch of the public service, and — 
the President to decide, in effect, that you did not 
do your duty, that the amount is insufficient for | 
his wants, and then send in an estimate here of a | 
large amount which he has expended without au- 
thority of law, and demand that an appropriation 
be made to pay the debts he has incurred? “Do 
you admit the rebuke thus administered? Where 
is the limit to abuses of this kind if this be sanc- || 
tioned? If you would retain the confidence of the | 
country, and make your legislative authority 
what it was intended to be, you must keep the 
Executive authority in its proper place, under the 
proper responsibility, and confine it to the sphere 
of its legitimate duties. I recollect, sir, that at a 
period of our history not very remote, a message 
came from the President to this House, in which 
he manifested a very high appreciation of the re- | 
sponsibility which rested upon him in reference 
to the faithful execution of the law in regard to 
the boundaries of Texas. If he had been equally 
observant of his duty in holding his subordinates 
to a proper responsibility in the disbursement of 
the public money, a large amount of the appro- 
priations demanded by this bill would have been || 
saved to the country. You pass a law appro- | 
priating a certain amount of money for the sup- 
port of the army. The President permits this 
fund to be wastefully expended; and when it 
is thus wrongfully exhausted, the same prodi- |} 
gal expenditures are permitted to go on, until 
heavy debts are incurred, and demands are then 
made for appropriations to meet this extrava- 
gant waste. What is this but a substitution of 
the discretion of the Executive for the legislation 
of Congress? It was the plain duty of the Presi- 
dent, as the commander-in-chief of the army, to 
execute, with a proper regard to economy, the | 
law passed by Congress; and if the fund appro- 
oriated was exhausted, to put the soldiers in the 
ewnehe and cantonments provided for their ac- | 
commodation, and report the true condition of || 
things to the legislative branch of the Govern- 
ment. I will vote no appropriation that finds its 
way here in this questionable shape; and I am | 
ready to bear my share of the responsibility of 
defeating this bill, so far as my vote may have 
power to produce such a result. 

Mr. VENABLE. The gentleman from Indiana 
{Mr. Gorman] has read me a lecture, along with 
my friend from Tennessee, [Mr. Gentry, | about 
some unnecessary expenditures of patriotic feel- 
ings on this occasion. He says that the question 
here was not as to whether the soldier was to be 
fed and clothed, but whether the appropriation 
now asked for supplying the deficiency in this 
pest of the same should be granted, that it should 

e wasted in extravagant expenditures at the quar- 
termaster’s department. If General Jesup is to 


be believed, and the report which I hold in my || 


has already been spent fur transportation, for 


He 


says that the appropriations for this branch of the 


| service are exhausted. 


This communication, made by General Jesup, 


| bears date the 3d of December, 1851, and this is 


| the 23d of March, 1852. 


‘The soldiers have eaten 


| the bread, have worn the clothing, and the ex- 


} are asked to repudiate the claim. 


| vided shall be met and satisfied. 


| inch of it. 


penses of transportation has been to some extent 
incurred. Your army has consumed it, and we 
We have no 
guide but the estimates of the department and the 
reports of the committee. ‘The estimates are 
furnished by the departments, and the adminis- 
tration are responsible for their correctness. 

If the statement of General Jesup is to be relied 
upon, such are the facts. It is for expenditure, to 


| some extent, always incurred, and for sustaining 


your troops, placed in position by your laws and 
by your authorities. None are to blame but our- 
selves that this delay has taken place in the inves- 
tigation of this subject. Three months have near- 
ly passed since the 31st of December, and the bill 
has been a long time on the table without action, 
and now we are told that this item for transporta- 
tion is needless, or at least unreasonably extrava- 
gant. Sir, the army stores will avail the troops but 
little without the necessary appliances in wagons 
and teams to transport them for their use. Lask, 
what relief will it afford the famishing soldier 
upon the frontier to learn that there is bread 
enough and to spare in Philadelphia or New York ? 
The patriarch heard that there was bread in Egypt, 
and, like a prudent, sensible men, sent his sons to 
buy and bring the corn, regardless of trouble and 
expense, and saved his family from perishing. 
It will not be to any useful purpose to assure the 
soldier, pressed with hunger, that there is bread 
enough in Philadelphia or New York, but that 


| you will not spend a dollar to provide the means 


of carrying it to him. ‘This is, indeed, to ‘* keep 
the word of promise to the ear, but break it to the 
hope.”’ It is to say to the gallant soldiers, we will 
require you to march to the remote frontiers, and 
encounter all the hazardsand hardships consequent 
upon the duties of the service; we require you to give 
protection from the savages, and fulfill the treaty 
stipulations of the country; we will buy bread and 


| clothing, and all the provisions what by law you 


have a right to demand at the most convenientsea- 
port. But when the department asks for mules 
and wagons to transport it to them, we reply that 
there is a cheat in the quartermaster’s department, 
and we will withhold supplies until the fraud is 
detected and exposed. This, sir, is an experiment 


| which I cannot consent to make at the soldiers ex- 


pense. He can derive but little comfort from the 
empty views of comforts at a distance, whilst sur- 
rounded by all the inconveniences of insufficient 
provision for his wants which the law has pro- 
He renders real 
service, and should receive substantial supplies. 
There is no power to release him from his obliga- 
tion to obedience; there should be no hesitation in 
providing for his necessities. 

Mr. GORMAN moved, pro forma, to amend by 
reducing the appropriation to $50. My opposi- 
tion to this deficiency bill is founded upon what I 
think to be right. I am going to contest every 
The gentleman who last addressed 
this committee has run off again into the commis- 
sary’s department—the feeding department. What 
has that to do with the question of the quarter- 
master’s department? 


Mr. GENTRY. 


The quartermaster is to 


| transport food to the army. 


Mr. GORMAN. They have got now horses, 
harness, wagons, teamsters, and all of the men 
necessary. They have got them in the field, and 
there is money enough to pay them. I will show 
you ina moment that there is. There was ap- 
propriated by this House at the last Congress, 
for clothing and other equipage on the estimate of 
General Jesup, $240,000, of which, General Jesup 
says, ‘* I have only drawn $161,000." Now, he 
comes here and asks for a deficiency of $75,000. 
Why? He-says: ‘on inquiry at the Treasury 
Department I learn the balance of $81,000 has 
been applied to the settlement of paymasters’ and 
other officers’ accounts.’’ The Themetry Depart- 


ment has withdrawn the money appropriated to 
the quartermaster’s department at the last session, 
and given it over to pay the officers’ bills, when 
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we made an appropriation in the army appropria- 
tion bill to pay the officers of the army proper. 
Here, under a certain law which exists, they 
have diverted the funds we appropriated to the 
quartermaster’s department to clothe the soldier; 
they have taken $81,000 of this mone y,and have 
appropriated it to pay the officers, notwithstand- 
ing that we, in‘the appropriation bill proper for 
the army, always provided the means for the 
pay of the officers and soldiers. They have 
authority to direct the funds under the law. This 
is the way they do it: If they find it convenient to 
pay at one point, they dive rt the funds from this 
department to another. Here, then, they come 
in for a deficiency of $75,000, and ask us to make 
that up, when the Treasury Department has taken 
it out of the hands of General Jesup, and appro- 
priated it to other uses, which Congress said 
should not be done, and for which 
had made an appropriation. I insist gentlemen 
shall debate the question in point, as to whether 
it is the quartermaster’s department that needs 
additional funds. The expenditures of that de- 
partment were reduced $800,000 last year, whe 
we gave the hint. It can do so now I want 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means—I want every gentleman, Whig or Dem- 
ocrat—I do not oppose this upon party grounds 
to tell me if that department has not got upor 
the frontier, wagons, harness, and horses, and 
all in the employ of the Government; and whether 
at this hour they have not got plenty of money 
to pay regularly. What is the addition of 
$75,000 inthe single item of clothing for? Be- 
cause there is a deficiency ? Where is the deficien- 
cy—where is the report that states the soldier 
needs additional clothing? The quartermaster 
general has suffered this $81,000 to be drawn from 
his fund and appropriated to another. Now, he 
comes in and usks us to make itup. It may be 
all right and necessary that it should be appropri- 
ated; but I insist that if the last Congress could 
reduce $800,000, the expenditures of that one de- 
partment, it would be a very good thing if we 
would suggest to some of the other departments 
to make a corresponding decrease. 

Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. GENTRY. This, Mr. Chairman, is a 
remarkable debate in many particulars. I hope 
my friends from all sides will pardon me from 
saying that I do not think we are discussing this 
question as statesmen. We are not trying to do 
it. We have party contests for the President, 
and that isa fact which very much influences the 
character of our debates here. I want the world 
to know that fact, and to bear it constantly in 
mind, lest those who live at a great distance will 
not comprehend what is said upon this floor. 
[Laughter.] Now, our friends—my friends— 
upon the other side of the House—an adverse 
party—have the power here and in the Senate; 
and if the Executive branch of the Government is 
abusing its powers so much as they assume that 
it is, defeat this bill; but you have the power, and 
I have no objection at all to its exercise, except 
upon public considerations. I dare you to do it. 
Take the responsibility and do it. Youdare not. 
You dare not. This does not relate to the army 
exclusively. Where rests the criminality, and 
where rests the responsibility for all of the other 
deficiencies covering the country, extending almost 
through every branch of the public service. My 
friend from South Carolina, [Mr. Onr,]} usually a 
conservative and liberal man, says he will vote 
for this bill if the President will dismiss the Sec- 
retary of War and General Jesup, and all who 
have been connected with the expenditures, or 
who are responsible forthem in any way. Well, 
now, if that rule is to obtain, in all respects, what 
is to become of us? I see here in the bill, sir, 
‘for the contingent expenses of the House of 
Representatives, $75,000.’’ (Laughter. } 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. There you have 
them! [Laughter.] 


Mr. GENTRY. 


Congress 


What is 


to become of the 


-admirable and most excellent Clerk, and what is 


! 


it 





to become of us? [Renewed laughter.] Must we 
all be turned out? 

Here again: “*For surveying eight hundred and 
seventy-five miles of meridian, base, and standard 
lines, meandering and survey of irregular or river 
lots, &c., in California, at a rate not exceeding 
$15 per mile, $13,125.” 

Ie General Jesup, is the Secretary of War, re- 
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sponsible for that, or is Congress responsible, for 


not having anticipated and appropriated all sums 
needful to carry on the Government, and to en- 


able it to discharge its duties everywhere. Why, 
sir, we have made a great many mistakes. This 


matter of deficiency in the army appropriation is 
but one item of the abundance of those in this 
bill. Who is responsible? Why the Congress of 
the United States is responsible. My friend from 
North Carolina [Mr. Taserat insists that this 


House ought to vindicate its rights and power— | 


that the President of the United States had no 


right to expend money that was not appropriated. | 


Agreed: He cannot get a dollar out of the Treas- 
ury until this Congress appropriates it; but, 1 say 
that he has no authority to disband the army—he 
has no right to issue orders in New Mexico until 
there shall be some formal instruction to 
effect—until the legislative branch of the Govern- 
ment shall give him authority to disband the army. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Are the items gen- 
erally in this bill under discussion ? 

The CHAIRMAN. They are not. 

Mr. SWEETSER moved, pro forma, to reduce 
the appropriation of fifteen dollars. 

1 do not intend to blink the question, inasmuch 
as the gauntlet has been thrown down by the hon- 
orable gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Gentry. ] 
I desire to say to him, and to this House, that I am 
among those men—and I think that they are nu- 
merous here—that intend to record their votes upon 


the yeas and nays against this bill, whatever may | 


be the consequences involved. I desire it to be 
understood by the gentleman and this House, that 
there are men here who are determined to vindi- 


that | 


cate their independence as representatives of the | 
people, by a record that will clearly show that | 


they have not stultified themselves and surrendered 
to Datel delinquency, the trust reposed in 
them as representatives of the people. ‘They are 
not to be driven from a position they have deliber- 
ately taken. All this caviling in relation to whom 
the responsibility rests, in my judgment, does not 
relieve this Administration from that just responsi- 
bility resting upon its Executive head. For what 
purpose does the present Executive hold that 
office? [tis for the purpose of seeing that the laws 
co by Congress are faithfully executed. The 


pas in the debate this morning, because it has 


ixecutive branch being controlled by the Presi- || 


dent, armed with the power of appointing his Cab- 


inet and removing them at pleasure, is responsi- |) 
ble to the country for their acts; and it being the | 


duty of the head of the War Department to en- 
force an honest and faithful discharge of duty by 


the heads of bureaus and officers in command of 


the army, there ought not to be any caviling 
about the responsibility. Make the President di- 
rectly responsible to this House and the country, 


by withholding supplies, and the delinquents will | 
be ferreted out, and the proper remedy applied, | 


We certainly have the righttodo so. Let us show 
we have, aud disappoint the honorable gentleman 
from Tennessee. Has it come to this, that a friend 


of the Administration dares Congress to withhold | 
the supplies provided for in this deficiency bill? 


If so, let us vindieate ourselves by recording our 
votes against this bill, and take the responsibility. 

Mr. GENTRY. If the gentleman will allow me 
to interrupt him amoment. Do I understand the 


gentleman to make an imputation against the Pre- | 


sident because he has not spent all of the money 
that has been given to him? [Laughter.] He has 
executed the law, and now asks for more money, 
that he may continue to do so. Here is a conflict 
of laws—not a conflict of laws, indeed—but there 
is a conflict between the existing laws, and that 
leap in the dark, that reform, retrenchment made 
at the last session of Congress. 
banded your army, nor has he violated the treaty, 
but he has spent the money that you have given 
him, and applied it to the purpose contemplated ; 
and now asks for that needful to enable him to 
execute the law, to execute the treaty. 

Mr. SWEETSER. 
that the gentleman's speech will not be taken out 
of my time ances I will not be diverted 
from the point I made. 
in answering, to point the item of misapplication. 
I could not do so ina five minute speech. The 
executive branch of the Government has not been 
required to do any acts or perform any service 


that has not been fully provided for by Congress. | 


The charge is, money has been diverted from its 


I hope, Mr. Chairman, 


He has not dis- | 


t was not my intention, | 
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dered, and the public service disgraced. And now || 
Congress isasked to sanction the act by providing 
the means to defray expenses incurred, and con- 
tracts made, without authority of law, overriding 
the solemn rebuke given by the action of the last | 
Congress; and we are told that we dare not record 
our names against such a bill, and thereby fix the } 
responsibility where it properly belongs. ‘There | 
is no way of avoiding it. And hence it is, that | 
all of the special pleading in relation to whether |; 
| 
| 
| 
| 
j 


this responsibility should be fixed upon this or | 
upon that department, shows the impossibility of 
fixing itanywhere, unless you hold the Executive 
of the country responsible for the mal-administra- 
tion of law. I agree with my friend from South 
Carolina, ee Orr,] that there is the point to 

lace it. It is for him to trace out abuses, and if 
- has not the power to remedy the evils that exist 
he should call upon Congress for the passage of 
such laws as will enable him to put an end to 
them. When the gentleman makes the point that | 
this is the first case in the history of the Govern- 
ment, when a deficiency bill has been defeated, I | 
say that 1 am not willing that it shall be the last 
case. Let the Representatives of the people deter- | 
mine, when they have solemnly adjudicated the 
matter, that no executive in this country shall 
override their solemn decision—that he shall not 
enter into contracts for the purpose of afterwards 
asking in a deficiency bill what had before been 
refused. That is the point I make. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have abstained from taking 


een generally irrelevant; and furthermore, be- 
cause it was my desire to get action upon tiie bill 
at as early a time as possible. That is yet my 
desire. 1 do not intend to ming!e in this debate, 
unless I think something I may say will have the | 
tendency to give an explanation of the item that | 
may be assailed. The gentleman from Indiana 
[Mr. Gorman] commented, with a good deal of 
rigidness, upon the item asked for California; and 
he goes on, and charges that $81,000 have been 
taken from that appropriation against law, which 
we are now called upon to come forward and 
sanction. He wishes to know why it is done. 
If the gentleman from Indiana had paid the least | 
attention to the documents furnished; if he had 
attempted to inform himself upon the subject, he 
certainly would not have committed the blunder 
he has, which in my opinion is en egregious one— 
as to the amount of the item in controversy. 
Every one knows, and no one knows better than 
my friend, that the soldiers when they are dis- 





| charged, who have not consumed their allowance 


‘as it should be, to the clothing account to meet 


, and a commutation having been paid by the pay- | 


legitimate object of appropiation; has been squan- || 





in clothing, have a right to commute it and re- 
ceive money in lieu of it. Until within some 
two years past, an estimate has regularly been 
made to every session of Congress, for a sum 
to meet the commutation for the clothing of 
the soldiers. For the last two years, that ap- 
propriation was omitted, and then the $81,000 
was taken, but not against law. The paymaster 
paid the commutation—and when they came to 
settle their accounts, this amount was charged, | 


that payment. That is the reason why the $81,000 
is gone, because it was an allowance for clothing, | 


master’s department; and that, according to the 
regulations of the department in the settlement of 
accounts, was chargeable to the appropriation for | 
clothing. 

The gentleman from Indiana says we have plenty 
of wagons, teams, and mules, and why can we not 
furnish transports? If the gentleman had looked 
at these estimates, he would have found that the 
largest estimate now asked for, for the quartermas- 
ter’s service, is forage for these very mules and 
animals furnishing transports. How can your | 
animals make your transports, unless you give | 
them something to keep them up? Here is an item 
of $800,000 or $900,000 for the forage of that very | 
transport; and that is not all; for under the head 
of transportation, upon the first of January, there 
was only about $10,000 in the Treasury to meet 
caumaban liabilities. Why, but the gentleman 
from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] says it was the 
duty of the President to put the troops in barracks. 
I will ask the gentleman, if you put the troops in 
barracks, does that save them from eating? And 
do they not eat in the house as well as upon a | 
march? Do you not have to transport their pro- 
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visions to them? If you will stop their mouths, you 
may save supplies; and you will in the same way 
save the transports. Gentlemen contend that they 
are willing to pay the army, and they say that the 
soldiers get their pay under another appropria- 
tion. But they get their clothing, or the clothing 
is intended to be appropriated for in this very bill. 
You refuse the money to give them clothes, and 
you all say there is plenty to eat. We have the 
mules and wagons to carry our transports, but 
then we have nothing to feed the mules. All 
these things are to be left out, merely because 
there has been a waste, in the estimation of gen- 
tlemen. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

‘Lhe question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. HALL moved a pro forma amendment to 
reduce the appropriation ten dollars. 

He said: The gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Brooks] and the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
Houston] have endeavored to impress upon the 
minds of this committee, that the refusal to pass 
this bill would deprive the army in New Mexico, 
and Texas, and California, of the horses and 
mules used in that army. I feel it my duty to 
say a word in answer to that assertion. We all 
know that during the war troops were stationed 
in New Mexico and California, and that the quar- 
termaster’s troops, employed for the purpose of 
transporting ammunition and baggage, never re- 


|| ceived a dollar’s worth of forage during the whole 


period of the war. We had, in New Mexico, 
during the war, some three or four thousand 
troops, and several hundred in California. Troops 
were scattered all over this country where they 
are now placed; and although those troops en- 
tered into the service under a contract that they 
should be foraged, yet they were never furnished 
with one dollar of forage during the whole prog- 
ress of that war. Colonel Doniphan and his men 
marched some two or three thousand miles through 
the heart of Mexico, performing some of the most 
brilliant exploits performed in any part of the 
army, yet not one of these men received a dol- 
lar’s worth of forage for his animal. . You are 
told now that your regular army, that your sol- 
diers, stationed there in garrison, are in peace 
establishment, and that they cannot support their 
horses for two months, unless you appropriate 
$850,000 to furnish them with corn. What is the 
business of these troops? It is to protect the peo- 
| ple in New Mexico and Texas from the Indians. 
And how are the Indian horses supported? They 
| do not know what corn is, and they live upon 
grass; but these troops of ours, who are sent to 
protect the people from the Indians, forsooth, can- 
not feed their horses without $850,000 to pay for 
|corn. The great trouble in this whole matter is, 
that the troops did not try to do their duty; and 
the quartermaster, instead of buying horses that 
were appropriate for that sort of service, bought 
horses sixteen or seventeen hands high, that were 
about as unfit for crossing the plains as a monkey 
| for a drawing room; and then they asked for corn 
to keep them alive. Such horses would wear 
down in one hundred or two hundred miles travel. 
| If you had furnished them with the horses such as 
the Indians themselves use, they could have been 
sustained all the time for one third of the price 
needed for the large horses upon the prairie grass, 
of that country, which is the finest in the world. 
It is all a mistake about there being no grass, 
and nothing fit for horses to live upon in New 
Mexico. Thegrassthere is the best in the world, 
and we can support our horses there if we get the 
proper sort of animals. J am willing to take the 
responsibility of defeating this bill, if my vote will 
| do it, because I do not believe it will injure the 
army, but I believe it will render it more efficient. 
In order to live, the soldiers will be placed in the 
Indian country, where they ought to be, and these 


| horses will be taken away and Indian horses 


placed where there is grass, wood, and fuel, and 
where their services will be more efficient and use- 
| ful. Stationed where these troops now are, they 
will be utterly worthless, worse than useless. As 
my friend fron Tennessee [Mr. Jones] says, in 
order to protect Texas against four thousand In- 
dians, men, women, and children, we keep two 
thousand troops in that country, and yet we give 
the people no ayy eee whatever. Let these 
troops perform the duty of volunteers, instead of 
lying around the barracks. Let the soldiers be 
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wut into active service, and instead of keeping | dollars voted away here ina bill to make bounty was the intention of Congress to confine the ex- 
their horses upon corn to get them in a fine, prom- land warrants assignable. You may bring up peptcerresre within certain limits, that should not 
jsing condition, let them be placed where the In- || any proposition here for increasing the expendi- ve transcended? Would it have been a wise or 
dians are and feed their horses as they do, and || tures of the Government, or the contingent fund of manly policy upon their part to continue in full 
then they will get rid of this enormous ree | this House, and it will go through, it does not || vigor our existing military establishment, charged 
forage, fuel, and all this sort of thing, and at the matter whether by Whig or Democratic votes. || with the weighty duties of international obligation 
same time they will be giving protection to the || Can you refuse to pass the appropriation in this |, and of protecting our extended and almost limit- 
people, whom they are sent there to protect. bill of $75,000 for the contingent fund of this House? less frontier, and to declare that it should be done 

Mr. POLK. I anticipated the scene several || You have increased the number of your officers; || for so much, and no more, and especially when the 
days ago, to which we have arrived, when the | you buy books, you order the Clerk to buy sta- | sum granted was only one half of the amount 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means | tionery; and can you withhold from him the means || which experience had demonstrated was essential 
pressed this bill with such hot haste upon the | to pay for things that your own orders have com- || to the service? Is it not more reasonable to sup 
consideration of the House. I will not, how- pelled him to purchase? Is it not so with every | pose that they meant only to inculeate watchful- 
ever, within five minutes give any sort of con- other item m the bill? The contingent fund of || ness and economy, knowing that the want of an 
struction to that hot haste. I will say, however, | this House in Mr. Van Buren’s time was $100,000; || appropriation could thereafter be supplied by a 
that two appeals have been made to this side of || you appropriated $209,000 last year, and here was || deficiency bill; a mode of relief, which it is well 
the House. The gentleman from North Carolina || an additional appropriation of $100,000 asked for || known, was anticipated at the last session by those 
{Mr. VenaBte] calls upon us to vote for this bill || deficiencies. ‘The committee have made it $75,000; || who favored, and by those who opposed a reduc 
on account of the women and children. I will || but they might just as well have made it $100,000, || tion of the appropriations. Now, sir—— 
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shed atear with him there. I will mingle my tears || unless the House intends to put a stop to these ex- {Here the hammer fell. 
with his. [Laughter.] I will send up as gener- | travagant estimates of appropriation. After the On motion by Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois, 


ous an emotion to the throne of our common God || estimates were made last year, a simple resolution 
for the sealped infants, as he will. Another gen- || was passed to pay the employees of the House 
tleman calls upon us to sustain the billon account || $250 apiece extra; that took $25,000. Another 
of the army. I permit no one to admire the army || resolution was passed to bind the Congressional 
more than [ do; but I have a duty to perform, and || Globes, which took about $4,000 more. ‘Then there | 
neither tears or admiration will deter me from || was a large sum paid for Gales & Seaton’s Re- | 
acting in a manner that would be in contradiction || ports, which are laid away for the worms to eat, 
to a distinct sense of duty upon this subject. || for nobody has ever opened them. 
Then, after they have appealed to our patriotism, [Here the hammer fell. 
- r } ) ‘ T rar as bi . . 
my colleague from Tennessee [Mr. Gentry] gets Mr. FAULKNER. A view of this question 
¢ . . . . ° ° | _ 
up and defies us upon this bill. I admire his || has been taken by several gentlemen in this de- | senasirmnanie th 
spirit. It is not the first time that we have been || bate which, if well founded, should have a decisive sae , wee, ‘ 
defied upon this bill. The last session of Con- || influence upon the result in this House, and cer- || her the rule uid eterncd ta the appropiate commuters: 
gress cut down the estimates for the quarter- tainly would materially influence my vote. It has oe i a er ae 
5 , 7 : . 6 aan Ss ’ . | By Mr. THOMAS M. HOWE: The petition of William 
master's department. Did they obey the action || been said, that this bill involves a vital and fun- || B. MeCorlogue and others, praying for a more direct steam 
of Congress? No! Did they defy it? Yes! The || damental question of power between the Executive || communication between the Umted States and Ireland 
Administration defied Congress, and went beyond and the Legislative departments of the Govern- |! Also, the petition of Maurice Breanan and others, for the 
— > eer ae = ss 5 ‘ . .* : same. 
é : s- ‘ vongress s last ses: > a at he : 
the limits of a »propriation , in defianc e of its dis | ment That Congress, at its last session, in re By Mr. DUNCAN: The petition of Nathaniel Perry and 
tinct action. inding that defiance will not an- | ducing the army appropriations fifty per cent. |) 511 other citizens of the United States, for alterations of the 
swer, my colleague comes up, and defies the || below the estimates, thereby indicated its fixed || present tariff and for other purposes. _ 
House. I will meet the defiance, and for one, will || determination to limit the expenditures of the Pt Mr. MURRAY: The petition of James F. Taylor and 
* - : > s es . ; ; > . ‘ |} Other citizens of Orange county, New ork, for an act to 
vote against this bill. I don t es to all of ay: |) Sy within these appropriations, and that all |} prohibit the transportation and delivery of the mails on the 
but there are portions of it to which I do object. | expenditures beyond that amount, or in that pro- || Lord’s day. 
I desire light upon this matter. What are you to || portion, for the present fiscal year, so far as it has By Mr. ROBIE: The remonstrance of A. M. Adsit and 
do if you do not vote the appropriation? ‘Is the || elapsed, was in palpable violation of the will of || 12 others, citizens of St. Lawrence county, New York, 
. 2. =) 1} J 6S ia errr 4: | remonstrating against the extension of the Woodworth 
army to be called in? No! Let Congress assert || Congress, clearly and distinctly expressed. This patent. 
its right. Let it assert its proper power. Let it || was the view of the gentleman from South Caro- || Also, the petition of Robert MeMundy and 30 other cit 
tell this Administration that we demand of you to lina (Mr. Wattace] a few moments since, and it || izens of Steuben county, New York, asking that a law be 
show some evidence that you will correct those || was the view of the gentleman from Kentucky, eM, SCUDDER: The p laenets Wood and 50 
: i boy. -? sat - > ‘ ‘ . ood t iv 
frauds upon the Government, if they are frauds {Mr. MarsHALt,] announced on yesterday; the others, citizens of New Bedford, Massachusetts, asking aid 
as charged. We will withhold these appropria- || latter gentleman, indeed, was so emphatic in his |) for the Collins line of steam-ships. 
tions. We will ask of you first to administer cor- | opinion as to declare that he would rather vote to Also, the petition of Edward L. Barney and 48 others, 


. ; ae : - . . || citizens of New Bedford, Massachusetts, as rior ane 
rectives, and when you shall show a disposition to || disband the army, and leave the frontiers to their Semele at Weekarmbtenmen. a" nS SAS 


the committee then rose. 

And the Speaker having resumed the chair, 
the Chairman (Mr. Srvart) reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had had the Union generally under consideration, 
and particularly House bill No. 207, and had 
come to no conclusion thereon. 


On motion by Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois, 
|| ‘The House then adjourned. 


do it, I will go heart and hand to save the honor || own defense, than to vote one dollar of the pres- | By Mr. CONGER: The petition ef Daniel BE. Groux, 
of the Republic, and give them this aid; but [ will || ent deficiency. || asking Congress to purchase of said petitioner a certain col 


require some sort of security of that kind for the Now, sir, if I viewed this question in the light || lection of 6,537 cotns and medals for the Library of Cou 
i i 7 | > i a > c e » >» | ress. 
future. [ will require sec urity for the future that | taken of it by these gentlemé n, f might a ich the By Mr. FICKLIN: The petition of a number of citizens 
the next Congress shall not be asked to pass an- | same conclusions to which they have arrived. If |) oftie District of Columbia, asking the amendment of the exty 
other deficiency bill. || Congress shall indicate its clear purpose to limit ex- || charter so as to secure the rights of suffrage to all free whit 
Mr. MASON moved a pro forma amendment to || penditure within certain bounds, and a department || mule citizens over twenty-one years of age who have re 


. . 8 . . Te . . ‘ ‘ : sided twelve months within the District of Columbia, and 
increase the appropriation twelvedollars. He said: || of the Government should disregard that purpose to authorize the voters of the District to elect justices of the 


I have read the bill, and I have listened to the de- || of Congress, | would, with them, assume the re- | peace, constables, and other officers 
bate upon it during the last two or three days, and | sponsibility of refusing to vote further supplies. Also, the memorial of the Corporation of Washington in 
I have not discovered any new light, since the | But | draw no such conclusions from the proceed- relation to supplying that city with water, and for other pur 


|| poses. 


chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means ings of the last Congress. That body, in reducing By Mr. CURTIS: The petition of the citizens of Warren 
made his speech, to change my opinion on any the appropriations, did not curtail a single object county, praying tor an appropriation of the public domain 
item in it. of expenditure. For the last four or five years, || to actual settlers in limited ——- ‘ 
‘ _ . . ; \ TY: The ’ r o f . Colb 4), 
Now, sir, 1am as much in favor of economy || the annual expenditures of the quartermaster’s n wy a I =e = a geld ee ee a 
and of reducing the expenses of the Government || department have exceeded $4,000,000. And, a8 |) 4 jams counties in favor of extending the eredit to pretmptors 
as any member on this floor. My votes show it. || a wise and intelligent body, we cannot presume |) to three years, and making lands held by preempiors subject 
But, sir, | do not consider this a place to show || that they meant to force the War Department to |, to taxation. A Ww R IR 
rati . ehiev ; sshilitw » ; ¢ , Also, the petition of . issmanun, ernare Loemer, 
oer devotion to —e Let these ones oe achieve an impossibility c by enpporung cer a Charles Esslinger, and 40 other citizens of Manitoowoc 
tlemen, who are upon the various committees of | as at present established, upon a distant frontier, || county, in favor of granting the right of way and land to aid 
the House, bring in measures to be voted upon, | at one halfof what the experience of the last four the Manitoowoc and Mississippi Land Company to construct 
and acted upon, practically to reduce the expendi- || or five years have shown that it- would cost. || @railroad. , ' 
‘ “1s " . : ° By Mr. MINER: The petition of Jacob Esby and 230 
tures of the Government. Let the Military Com- || The utmost that can be predicated of the action || (4.00. acainst the further extension of Woodworth’s pat 
mittee bring in a bill to reduce the army, if it | of the last Congress, is, that it believed there was | ent, 7 ~ 
is proper to do so. Let the Committee on Naval waste and extravagance in that branch of the By Mr. HAMMOND: The petition of Josiah Pearce and 
Affairs bring in a bill to reduce the expenses of || Government: that it meant to give to the Gov- om, pe Se establishment of a post road in Baltimore 
the Naval Department, and so with all the other | ernment a stern rebuke; but it is equally certain |) “10” ue Gotition of Mrs. Rachel Weems, widow of John 
committees of the House who have charge of the | that it never designed to interfere with the exist- || Weems, deceased, praying additional compensation for 
various subjects. But when they fail to do this, || ing military establishment, or to assume the re- || services rendered by ber husband in raising cannon, &e 
. * . | ep *n¢ . - . P >. owta fle g 
and leave in forte laws which compel the Govern- || sponsibility of recalling the army from the frontier, = ae a, ee a 
ment fo expend money, are we to stop the appro- | or authorizes abhi important modification in that Mather and 80 other citizens of Smith field, Ohio, in favor 
riations here and let the Government drafts be | arm of the public service. It is an admitted |) of Congress sustaining the Wheeling Bridge by enactment. 
I 
protested ? fact, that after the appropriations were reduced, By Mr. FLORENCE: Memorials of Adam Ulery, aaBs 
5 5 a ; ‘ ms » 1 S. Peters and 38 sof J 
Now sir, I have not satisfied myself from any | an amendment was offered to the bill by Mr. || 2nd #tothem; of ene aca or tee alas ot idhaael 
observations I have yet been able to make, that Schenck, then a Representative from Ohio, to au- | phia, praying the extension of the “ Woodworth patent, for 
this is an economical House—Whigs or Demo- | thorize the President, by the discharge of officers, | planing boards,” &c. 
crats, pro-slavery men or anti-slavery men. I | and by other means, in his discretion, to bring the Also, the memorial of ¢ asper H. Horn, Chaikley Bake r, 
¢ ° . 5 * ee 7 Jobn C. Selfridge, and others, citizens of the city and county 
have yet to see the first bill come up here, pro- || necessary expenditures within the limits of the | <° Philadelphia, praying that the soldiers of the war of 
posing to take money out of the Treasury, and not || appropriations. This proposition was rejected by | j319 jay be granted one hundred and sixty acres of land. 
passed. I have seen hundreds of thousands of || a decisive vote. Is it fair, then, to infer that it |, Also, resolutions of the General Assembly of Pennsyiva- 
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nia, “in reference to the establishment of a navy-yard, de- '| The memorialist is the grandson of Major Gen- | Goodwin, praying an increase and arrears of pen- 
pot, and dry-dock on the lake frontier.” eral Nathanael Greene, and has in his possession || sion; which was referred to the Committee on 


Also, the memorial of George Getz, James Landy, R. J. t eis : as 1 ; 
’ 7% yapers a et so § s & c >| : 
Fougeray, and others, commissioners of the incorporated all the paper nd letters of his illustrious ancestor || Pensions. 


distriet of the Northern Liberties, in the county of Phila- | He does not propose to Congress to purchase these Mr. WELLER presented a petition of citizens 
delphia, remonstrating against the extension of the “‘ Wood- || valuable papers, and bury them ia the archives of || of Washington, District of Columbia, praying an 


worth patent’ for planing boards, &c. any department, but that a liberal subscription || amendment of the charter of that city; which was 


Also, the memorial of George C. Richards, Chas. Hartz, See : * anti a ; Peas - 
Charles C. Wilson, and others, commissioners of the dis- should be made to their publication, to be accom- — to the Committee for the District of Col- 
umbia. 


trict of Southwark, in the county of Philadelphia, remon- |, panied by an authentic memoir of the eminent in- 
strating against the extension of the ‘* Woodworth patent” | dividual, whose rich treasures have fallen into his Mr. GWIN presented the memorial of William 
| Money, praying indemnity for horses seized by 


for plening boards, -. in a stash stile hands. The memorialist is a gentleman of high 
Also, resolutions of the General Assembly of Pennsyl- Fa ; iat a ae ae : f ; oa! : ms - ; 
vania * rejative to Smith O’Brien and his associates in ex- || literary character, an accomplished scholar, and, || order of Brigadier General Kearny, during the 
ile.”? He with the materials in his possession, will make a || war with Mexico, and for losses incurred in con- 

By Mr. SWEETSER: The petition of Samuel Galloway || work valuable to the history and character of our || sequence thereof; which was referred to the Com- 
and 196 others, citizens of Columbus, Ohio, asking Con countr | ° ° ° 
gress t© make an appropriation to defray the expenses of y- mittee on Foreign Relations. a 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of Ro- 


Biamaie P . : wf 
locating a road from the Missouri river, to the Pacific Mr. President, the men of the Revolution have 
ocean, : passed away. heir example is before us, and || sanna Sowards, praying a pension on account of 

Also, for an appropriation of public land along the route || now it is only the evidences of their thoughts and || her son, who died of wounds received in the late 


of said road, to form settlements. | th _ P anti sch c ? . . : : 
, © 1€ motives tion which cé Ollow "4 : whic . 
Also, the petition of Peter Haydon and 85 others, on the es of action which can lead us further t ar with Mexico; which was referred to the 


same subject. appreciate their patriotic sacrifice, and teach us the || Committee on Pensions. 
Also, the petition of John Cradlebaugh and 89 others, | wisdom which guided them in their illustrious ||} Mr. SOULE presented a petition of merchants, 


(principally members of the Ohio Legislature,) on the same || course. The principles for which they contended || and other citizens of New Orleans, praying that 
aubject. will derive a new illustration from the confidential || further aid may be extended to the Collins line of 
zens of Franklin county, Ohio, on the same subject. expression of every opinion, freely communicated i 

Also, the petition of William H. Ramy and 55 others, || from patriot to patriot, and will become more table, a bill having been reported by the committee 

; isa on that subject. — 
same subject; with the memorial of said William H. Ramy 3 . : 
and 9 others, who desire to undertake the execution of said from them what struggles they had, and what . “ . 
the i Hartwell Carver and his associates, praying a 
}y Mr. MILLSON: The petition of Edward H. Her- || the beneficiaries, and to them is our gratitude due. || charter for the construction of a railroad to the 
bert, asking payment of a balance claimed for timber deliv- Major General Nathanael Greene was a native 
intic S > a . : : 
By Mr. CHURCHWELL: The petition of Thomas Me- || of the patriotic State of Rhode Island. His family || mittee on Public Lands. 
Connell and many others, of Roane county, Tennessee, || Was of the most respectable character, but humble Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a me- 
**Alen, te petition of William H.Grant, Robert H. Phanis, || ,!borious mechanical occupation. In April, || cine, Wisconsin, praying a further appropriation 
; ’ || 1775, his native State, anticipating a contest with || for a harbor at that place; which was referred to 
nessee, asking for the establishment of a mail route from 
Cleveland, ‘Tennessee, te Ellejay, Georgia. | red men, and wisely selected Greene to command Also, a memorial of the Legislature of Wiscon- 
for the establishment of a mail route from Woodbourne, : rer : ““—s sin, in favor of restricting the jurisdiction of the 
Knox county, ‘Tennessee, via Academia, to Strawberry with this force engaged in the league of Boston ; 
and when Washington took the command in July, || tain cases; which was referred to the Committee 

By Mr. SCUDDER: The petition of Joseph L. McDonald, 

of Truro, Massachusetts, for allowance of fishing bounty to pronounced the best disciplined and appointed in Mr. GEYER presented the petition of the St. 
‘ » or . ” . . . 

By Mr. KUHNS: The petition of Abraham Morrison || the whole army. Genevieve Iron Mountain and Pilot Knob Plank 

to authorize by law the construction of a railroad trom || acter of Greene not only as asoldier, butas a man q : . 
Council Bluff, on the Missouri river, to California and Ore- . y. pee eae os was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
| of enlarged, liberal, and patriotic views. Their Mr. DAVIS presented the memorial of J. Ba- 

Also, the petition of Thomas Keirs and many other citizens 
of Pennsylvania, praying for an increase of duty upon salt, || mutual confidence throughout the war. In the on the settlement of his accounts at the Depart- 

futand midad ment of State, for services and expenses as special 
ar ee ith his Chief crossing the Delaw He led the | 

By Mr. GORMAN: The joint resolution of the Legisla- || W142 His Uhiet crossing the Veiaware. e led the ' 

Pr; 5 3 0 ; Southeastern Asia; which was referred to the 
nization. rinceton, at Brandywine, at Germantown, and || Committee on Foreign Relations 
; - MeN : The petition of William 8. Y ‘ ; 5 , 

By Mr. McNAIR: The petition of William 8. Youngand || at Monmouth. After the treason of Arnold, he 
counties, Pennsylvania, asking for a new post route from was selected to the command of West Point. 3 
Allentown to Pottstown, in said State. Subsequently he proceeded to the South and On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 

: : ie ‘ Ordered, That the petition of Nathan Weston, jr-, be 
ee gee on the subject of the slave- || ‘at the head ofthe Southern army, displaying great : 

‘tot 1S. af On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 
Legislature of ‘Tennessee, asking for a change in mail ser- || the evacuation of Charleston by the enemy, in || _ Ordered, That the petition of George Dennett, on the 
vice. 1782, and his triumphal entry into that city. aoa 

nercte 
commutation pay, and the reimbursement of advances || €Minent services and ps pn were appre- On motion by Mr. BROOKE, it was 
made for the public service. '| ciated throughout the whole country. So mghl ; ; ‘ 

“on ' S teat Os emy relating to the claim of the heirs of Joseph McAffee, be re- 
Bauge and Albert Southmayd, of New York, for a review || 1 ititary skill. that itis said. the C Saad ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
and reauditing of their Mexican claim. mull de 8 1 ? nat 1 of hi " a aioe a 

Sir s § | . ‘ 
anbere of the Weahianwa t sk aw reor- |} of th ower - id & oe nee ” eae high tt Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw the original 
and others, members or t ra : > oe Dar, & bie a reor- of the army snou c HN given to General Greene. letters patent filed with the petition of Obed Hussey. 
ganization of the courts of the District of Columbia. Allthe rich materials which such a life, in such an 
H. Guthrie, and 44 others, citizens of Muskingum county, || *S©> could originate and produce, are now offered 
Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the petition of Wil- 


Also, the petition of James Banbury and 66 others, citi- - 
steamers; which was ordered to be laid on the 
citizens, of Grove Post, Franklin county, Ohio, on the |) sacred in our keeping, when we see and know | 
c . Mr. MALLORY presented the memorial of 
ork. || hardships they endured in their defense. We are 
od to the United Btates. | Pacific ocean; which was referred to the Com- 
asking compensation for services rendered by said McCon- | in their circumstances, and he was brought up to || morial of the Mayor and Common Council of Ra- 
and 159 others, citizens of Bradley and Polk counties, Ten- ; m as 
the mother country, raised a force of sixteen hund- || the Committee on Commerce. 
: : | 
2 pe y ogers stmaster, as ee . . . | 
Also, the petition of W. A. Rogers, postmaster, asking || and discipline them. Early in June, he was found 
United States district court for that district, in cer- 
Plaina, Jefferson county, Tennessee. 
the historian says ‘‘the troops of Greene were || on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
owners and crew of schooner Bloomfield, lost at sea. 
and many other citizens of Pennsylvania, praying Congress Washington properly appreciated the high char- | Road Company, praying the right of way; which 
gon. ° e ° : . i" es - * 
friendship was early formed, and continued with lestier, praying to be allowed certain items rejected 
for the protection of the manufacturers of that article in the splendid picture, now in the rotunda, you see him 
et re. ; agent to Cochin China, and other portions of 
ture of Indiana, on the subject of the slave trade and colo- || advance at Trenton, and was distinguished at 
291 others, citizens of Montgomery, Berks, and Lehigh PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
By Mr. HENDRICKS: A joint resolution of the Legis- || joined the army in North Carolina. He continued 
t recommitted to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
ty Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee: The memorial of the || ability, and crowned with brilliant success until 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Com- 
By Mr. LETCHER: The petition of the executors of ces Beal a . - 4 
General Robert Porterfield, deceased, praying bounty land, He was a favorite soldier of the South, and his 
Ordered, That the documents on the files of the Senate, 
By Mr. SCHOONMAKER: The petition of Frederick || did Washington esteem his calm judgment and 
, ll onece On motion by Mr. PRATT, it was 
Ry Mr. FICKLIN: The memorial of John A. Linton |) Chief 
By Mr. HARPER: The memorial of E. W. Tupper, 8. REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
liam Smith, and three petitions of residents of 


Ohio, praying that the bridges of the Wheeling and Bel- || to the country ; and Congress is now asked to 
mont Company may be established as post roads, and per- |! subscribe for so many copies as may save the tal- | 


mitted to remain at their present height. | alk : | 
’ "a. © : aaa ote t ) ss. 
By Mc. BURROWS: The petition of William Emerson ented and patriotic descendant from pecuniary loss 


; 
| 
and 170 others, citizens of Orleans county, New York, pray- || I move that the memorial be referred to the || Wisconsin, praying the donation of certain mili- 
ing for further remedies to patentees. —— Committee on the Library. | tary reserves, asked to be discharged from the 
Also, ‘The petition of Lemuel C. Paine and 60 others, The motion was agreed to. '! further consideration thereof; which was agreed to. 
citizens of Orleans county, New York, on the same subject. = a : oti righ | ’ : > 
By Mr. ROBBINS: The petition of Samuel Battin and Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of citizens || He also, from the same committee, to which 
33 others, citizens of the county of Philadelphia, in favor of || of Boston, Massachusetts, praying a reduction of || was referred the bill to grant to the State of Wis- 
the Woodworth patent the rates of ocean postage; which was referred to || consin the military reservation at Fort Winne- 


Also, on the same subject, the petition of Andrew Wright ‘ : > 1 . o. 2 . . 
and 35 others, citizens of Philadelphia county. the Committee on the Post Officeand Post Roads. || bago, in that State, to aid in improving the navi 


Also, on the same subject the petition of Charles Smith Mr. BRADBURY presented a petition of mer- || gation of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, reported 
and 37 other citizens of Philadelphia county. chants, and other citizens of Portland, Maine, || adversely thereon. 

By Mr. IVES: Remonstrance against the renewal of || praying further aid to Collins’s lineof mail steam- || He also, from the same committee, to which 
aa ee by 166 citizens of Jefferson county, | shins; which was referred to the Committee on || was referred the bill to enable Jacob Banta to locate 
se , Naval Affairs. ‘| two revolutionary bounty land certificates, re- 

rates Mr. SMITH presented a petition of citizens of || ported the same without amendment. 
IN SENATE. || Bridgeport, Connecticut, praying an extension 


|| He also submitted a report; which was ordered 
Wepnespay, March 24, 1852. | of Woodworth’s patent for a planing machine; || to be printed. 


He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred a memorial of the Legislature of 
Wisconsin, reported a bill to authorize the sale of 
the military reserves at Forts Winabago and How- 
_ard, in Wisconsin; which was read and passed 
| to the second reading. 
| Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
| dian Affairs, to which was referred the documents 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Bururr. which was referred to the Committee on Patents 
. , || and the Patent Office. 
PETITIONS, ETC. Mr. SEWARD presented resolutions of the 
Mr. CLARKE. Mr. President, I present the || New York State Agricultural Society, in favor 
petition of George W. Greene, of Rhode Island, || of the establishment of an Agricultural Bureau; || 
praying the subscription by Congress to the me- | which was referred to the Committee on Agricul- | 
| 


moir and papers of Major General Nathanael } ture. 
Greene. 1; Mr. FELCH presented the petition of Amaziah 
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relating to the claim of Henry C. Miller, Philip 
W. Thompson, and Jesse B. Turley, submitted a 
report, accompanied by a bill for their relief; which 
was read and passed to the second reading. The 
report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office, to which was referred the 
petition of Isaac Adams, submitted a report, ac- 
companied by a bill for his relief; which was read 
and passed to the second reading. The report 
was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to which the 
subject was referred, reported a bill toamend * an 
act to promote the progress of the useful arts;’ 
which was read and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the resolution in- 
structing the committee to inquire into the expe- 
diency of establishinga port of entry at Tuscumbia, 
Alabama, asked to be disshanaed from the further 
consideration thereof; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the memorial of citizens of Davidson 
county, Tennessee, praying that the bridges of the 
Belmont and Wheeling Bridge Company may be 
established as mail routes, asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration thereof, and that it 
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred a motion to print two 
thousand additional copies of the reports of the 
Committee on Military Affairs, accompanying a 
bill and joint resolution concerning the national 
defenses, reported in favor of printing the same; 
which was agreed to. 


He also, from the same committee, to which 


was referred the motion to print the petition of | 


James Riley, reported adversely thereto. The 
report of the committee was agreed to. 

Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the memorial of 


assistant marshals in Pennsylvania, presented the 


29 instant, asked to be discharged from the fur- | 


ther consideration thereof, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Claims; which was agreed to. 
Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on Finance, 


to which was referred the petition of the West | 


Feliciana Railroad Company, submitted a report, 


accompanied by a bill for their relief; which was 


read and passed to the second reading. 
The report was ordered to be printed. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN gave notice of his intention 
to ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
James Jones, a citizen of Arkansas. 


NEW MAIL ROUTE. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted the following res- 
olution; which was agreed to: 
Resolved, 


Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
providing by law for the establishment of a mail route and 


That the Committee on the Post Office and | 





act making appropriations for the civil and diplo- 
matic expenses of the Government for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1852, and for other pur- 
poses,’’ approved March 3, 1851. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives 


| was received by Mr. Hayes, its Chief Clerk, an- 


nouncing that it had passed the bill amendatory of 


| the act entitled ‘‘an act to provide for holding the 


courts of the United States, in case of the sick- 


, ness or other disability of the judges of the district 


courts,’’ approved July 29, 1350, with an amend- 
ment, in which it requests the concurrence of the 


| Senate. 


EXTENSION OF THE CAPITOL. 
Mr. BORLAND. 


I submit the following reso- 


| lution for consideration: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 


| quested to communicate to the Senate: 


Any plan which may have been adopted for the exten- 


| sion of the Capitol. 


A statement of the manner in which the money already 


| appropriated for this object has been expended, and the 


amount paid to each individual, and for what object or pur- 
pose, and the amount, if there be any, of the appropriation 
unexpended. 

Copies of all written contracts, and verbal agreements, if 
any, entered into, from the beginning of the work to the 
present time, for materials or workmanship, which have 
heretofore been, or are hereafter to be, furnished or done, 
for the extension of the Capitol. 

A statement of the materials proposed to be used in the 
construction of the interior and exterior walls, and porticoes 
of the Capitol. 

A statement of the materials proposed to be used in the 
construction of the frame work and covering of the roofs. 

A statement of what, if any, plan has been adopted to 
insure the proper lighting, warming, and ventilating the 
several apartinents ot the proposed extension ; and what, if 


| any, plan of coustruction has been adopted, with reference 
| to the principles of acoustics, in order to facilitate hearing 


in each of the two halls of legislation, and in the Supreme 
Court room. 

As it is a resolution of inquiry, and has some 
connection with a subject now under the consid- 
eration of a committee of this body, I ask unani- 


| mous consent to have the resolution considered at 


this time. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the resolution. 

Mr. BORLAND. Before the vote is taken on 
the resolution, I beg leave to say a few words, to 
explain the purpose with which [ offer it. It will 
be recollected that when the joint resolution ma- 
king an appropriation for the continuation of the 
work on the extension of the Capitol was before 
the Senate the other day, I opposed its adoption. 


| It was subsequently, on my motion, referred to 
| the Committee on Public Buildings, with a view 


to a thorough examination into the character of 
the work. In consequence of my remarks on that 
occasion, I have been made the subject of attack. 
| My course here, in regard to the matter, has been 
| attacked, not only in other quarters, but particu- 
larly in the Administration organ, published in 





the transportation of the mail from Fort Smith, in the State | 
of Arkansas, to Donna Anna, inthe Territory of New Mex- | 
ico, on the Rio Grande, in connection with the line of mil- | 


itary posts being established between those places. 
GUTHRIE’S SAFETY VALVE. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution 
submitted by Mr. Davis, on the 22d instant, in 


this city. My position, and my reasons for it, 
have been grossly misrepresented. I have been 
presented before the country as making factious 
opposition here to a measure of public interest 
| and utility, and upon, grounds wholly untenable. 


| I have been put before the public as throwing my- 


relation to Guthrie’s improvements in the steam 


engine; and it was agreed to. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Secretary of War, communi- 
eating 


b? 


self before the mouths of starving men, who were 
dependant on their labor for support, and had 
a just claim on this Government for appropria- 
tions of the public money. All this has been evi- 
dently done with the view of making a false issue 


'| before the country, and putting me in a fe!se posi- 


in compliance with a resolution of the | 


Senate, an estimate of the cost of constructing a | 
basin at the terminus of the Chesapeake and Ohio | 
Canal, at Rock creek; which was read, and re- | 


ferred to the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- | 


ate areport of the Secretary of War, commauni- 
cating, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, a supplemental report of the battle of 
Cerro Gordo, made by General Pillow to General 
Scott; which was read, and ordered to be laid on 
the table and printed. 


SALARIES OF TERRITORIAL OFFICERS. 
The following engrossed bill was read a third 
time, and, its title-being amended to read as fol- 
lows, it was passed: An act relating tothe salaries 
of officers of the Territories of the United States, 
and to repeal the proviso in the act entitled ‘ an 


| tion. But one reason can be assigned for it, in 
my opinion; and thet is, a desire to evade and 
avoid a just responsibility on the part of this Ad- 
ministration for its public acts. My object, there- 
fore, in moving the reference of my resolution of 
instructions, offered some time since, to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings, was to ascertain 
whether the charges which had been made against 
persons engaged in the construction of the foun- 
dation walls of the Capitol were true or not; and 
now, in carrying out that object still furter, in 
order to get all the facts bearing on the subject, I 
have moved this resolution of inquiry of the Presi- 
| dent, so as to ascertain what has been done in the 
| way of a.plan, and the mode in which the money 
has been expended. 

Another consideration which | think makes the 
resolution peculiarly proper is this: I learn, from 
what I consider good authority, that contracts to 
the amount of about @ million and a half of dollars 
| have already been made by the Executive, with 
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a view of carrying on this work, based on a single 
appropriation of $100,000 made last year! I de- 
sire to know if that be so. If it be so, Congress 
should take some step—for it surely would be 
proper—to arrestsuch a course of proceeding, and 
to require the Executive Department of this Gov- 
ernment, in making contracts for the expenditure 
of money, to hold itseif restricted by the action of 
Congress, which alone can make appropriations, 
and judge of their propriety. This isall I have to 
say. 

Mr. BADGER. I want to say one word before 
the question is taken on this resolution of my 
friend from Arkansas. He says that he under- 
stands contracts have been made with reference to 
this work for a large amount beyond the $100,000 
appropriated by Congress, and that in case that 
information should turn out to be true, some steps 
should be taken by Congress for the purpose of 
wreventing such things in times to come. Why, 
i believe it never was supposed that when Con 
gress directs a work to be undertaken and execue 
ted, and directs an officer to Gndertake it, the ap 
propriation made for expenditures on that work 
for the current year is to furnish the limit by 
which he is to make engarements and contracts 
for carrying on the work. Congress directs a 
work to be executed—the enlargement of the Cap 
itol, for instance—but when Congress appropriated 
$100,000 towards that purpose, it never entered 
into the imagination of any human being that that 
was the whole amount of money which was to 
be expended in execution of the work, but mere 
ly that it was supposed to be all that it would be 
necessary to expend until the reassembling of 
Congress, when a further appropriation would 
become necessary. My impression is, that such 
is, and always has been, the prattice of the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. BORLAND. With all deference to the 
opinion of the honorable Senator from North Caro- 
lina, (Mr. Baneer,] I must say that [ differ from 
him essentially. My opinion will, of course, pass 
with others for what it may be intrinsically worth; 
it certainly is authority for myself. I admit that 
the appropriation of $100,000 does not limit the 
President, or the officer charged with the execu 
tion of a work, as to the plan of that work—as 
to the arrangements to be made in view of its con- 
tinuation and completion. But I have never be- 
fore heard the position taken, and I am amazed at 
it now, that the amount of the appropriation did 
not limit the executive officer as to the amount 
he should expend. If, upon an appropriation of 
$100,000 he can make contracts to the amount of 
a million and a half of dollars, he may with equal 
propriety make contracts to the amount of « very 
dollar in the Treasury. The principle is the same, 
the authority of law the same, in both instances, 
His own discretion is the only limit. But, sir, 
how can he know, how shall he decide, that Con- 
cress will go on with the work, if it is likely to 
involve an extraordinary amount of expenditure 
more than was contemplated at the time the appro- 
priation was made? If that position be admitted, 
there is no check at all on the Executive. If we 
pass a resolution or a bill to have a certain work 
executed, and appropriate a certain amount of 
money to be expended in its execution, and the 
President to disregard the limit thus fixed, there is 
no other limit, no other rule, (according to this 
position,) by which he can be restrained. Sir, if 
the position of the Senator from North Carolina 
be correct, the whole Treasury is in the hands of 
the President, without restraint from us; and he 
may go on and make contracts to the amount of 
five or ten or fifty millions of dollars, and we 
shall be bound to ratify hts acts, and foot tl 


the bills. 
Nor, upon this position, would there be any obli- 
gation on our part to see that those contracts were 


fairly made, or kept within proper bounds. 


Mr. President, to insist that the expenditures 


| shall be limited to the amount of the appropria- 


tions, is the only way in which we can control 
the use of the public money. We cannot, proper- 


| ly, asa general rule, in the public service, pre- 


scribe the plans, and arrange the methods, of ex- 
ecuting the several works. That, to some exient, 

' must be left to Executive discretion. But the 
purpose and intention of appropriations—in spe- 
cific sums, and for specific objects—is to furnish 
this very clreck and control for which | contend. 
It is the only one we can have. Wecannot safe- 
ly give it up. 
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As well might we give the President a general 
power to take out of the Treasury any indefinite 
amount of money for any indefinite period, at his 
pleasure; for it comes to that. But, who would 
sanction a proposition here, to authorize the Pres- 
ident, in the execution of this work, to draw from 
the Treasury any amount of money he might 
think proper? 
na himself would not vote for such a proposition 
as that. Yet that is not different in principle, nor 
would it differ much in its practical operation 
from what the President is alleged to have as- 
sumed authority to do, and what the Senator’s 
position would seem to warrant. 


The Senator from North Caroli- | 


. . ‘ 
The President is alleged to have made contracts 


to the amount of a million and a half of dollars for 
the execution of a work, for which Congress had 
appropriated but one hundred thousand ! if he 


could do that lawfully—if he could exceed the | 


amount we placed at his disposal fifteen times, how 
far might he not have gone? 
rightfully might he have gone to the amount of 
every dollar in the Treasury. To sanction his 
doing the one, and toauthorize him to do the other, 
at his discretion, is substantially the same prop- 
osition. 
tween them. 

Mr. BADGER. 


world for a gentleman to make out a case, by just 


As lawfully and as | 


To my mind there is no difference be- | 


It is the easiest thing in the | 


appending two or three words that nobody has | 


used or thought of. I said nothing about the Presi- 
5+ > 


dent having a right to make contracts for any sum | 


he pleased, and that we were bound bythem. No- 
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| immediately. 






is to go on, they are in a condition to prosecute it | 
lhe effect of the system which, as 
1 understand, is usually pursued, is this: that | 


| though the whole subject remains under the con- 


trol of Congress; although Congress appropriates, 


| from time to time, sufficient money to carry on the 


body imagines sucha thing. But when my friend, | 


in anticipation of any such report on this subject, 


is so eager to cast reflection upon the President of | 


the United States—after offering a resolution, ask- 
ing for information upen the subject, which is con- 
sidered by the unanimous consent of the Senate— 
that he will not even permit the resolution to be 
adopted, without suspecting beforehand, that some- 
thing has been wrong and injurious, it seems to me 
very singular, indeed, that he should amend the 


statement which I have made—if it can be called | 


amending—by putting in words which I neither 
used nor thought of. I say this, that when Con- 
gress direct a work to be executed, it is the custom 


to make appropriations from time to time, as the | 
work advances, and that it is also the custom with | 


those charged with the supervision of the work, || 


whether the President of the United States, or any- | 


body else, to make the preliminary contracts and 
engagements for the supplies which it is supposed 
will be necessary in the further prosecution of the 
work. 

But all those contracts and engagements are 


made conditionally on the appropriation being | 


made by Congress for the continuance of the work. 
There is no intention in the world to control Con- 
gress; there is no obligation upon Congress—none 
upon earth. If we choose to stop the work where 
it is; if we change our minds, and think it will 
cost more than it is worth, we will stop just where 
we are; and the contracts for supplies will be dis- 
continued, and the Government not be charged 
with the payment of them. Every man must see 
that in such a work as this, if the person charged 


with its execution made no contracts, no arrange- | 


ments, no stipulations with parties to furnish the 
materials for its further prosecution, then, at the 
end of every session of Congress, the work would 
come to a dead stand; and that when another ap- 
propriation should be made, a new set of contracts 


would have to be entered into for the ensuing | 


year: a new set of materials would have to be 
selected, and new parties charged with the furnish- 
ing of them, The necessary ponana tance of that 


system would be most expensive and injurious to | 


the Government. 


Certainly the Executive Government has no | 


right to expend a dollar more than Congress ap- 


propriates. Certainly, when a work of this kind || 


is directed to be constructed, if the Executive Gov- 
ernment think it to be advantageous, in anticipa- 
tion of the future action of Congress—supposing 
that Congress is in earnest, and means to build 
two additional wings to the Capitol—to make 
arreements for persons to supply materials and 
other things necessary to carry on the work, there 
is no impropriety in it; because, as I say, every 
such contract is conditional on Congress prosecu- 
ting the work. If the Executive Government do 
that, then, when an appropriation is made at the 
next succeeding session of Congress, and the work 


work; yet the work goes on steadily without any | 

interruption, unless Congress thinks proper to dis- 

continue it. 
3ut if the system which the honorable Senator 


| from Arkansas seems to think is the proper one, 


were pursued, the work would come to an end 

each year, and you would have to start with a | 
new set of arrangements and contracts, involving, 
not the prosecution, continuously, of one original 
design, but the reéngagement and renewal of suc- 
cessive operations through new contractors and 
new agents, involving as much delay and addi- 
tional expense as if there were successive new | 
works. 
the world that the Treasury of the United States 
should be placed at the control of the Executive 
one penny further than Congress places it at his | 
control. In the fair execution of a duty charged | 
upon him, I believe it has been the general course | 
to make contracts for such work in anticipation, 
but they are all conditional; they bind nobody. 
Congress may discontinue the work at any point 
it pleases; and, if it does so, the parties who have 
made contracts to supply materials are discharged 


der no necessity of taking the materials. 

Mr. BORLAND. Iam very sorry to trouble 
the Senate again; but | must say that [ do not 
think the remarks of the Senator from North 
Carolina do me justice. He represents me as 
eager to cast censure upon the President of the 


Mr. BADGER. | really thought so. If I am 


|| not correct, ] beg pardon. 


| Mr BORLAND. 


I think what [ have said on 
introducing this resolution, indicates no such feel- 
ing or purpose. 


mend them to my respect. 
ascertain —that the Senate should know—whether 
those statements be true or not, | am sorry for it; 


and it does indicate, if it indicates anything in 


cast censure upon the President, for I have none, 
and zeal in casting censure, but it seems to me to 





indicate an unwillingness on the part of the friends 
of the President, and those who take the opposite 
| ground, that these facts should come out, lest, 
| when ascertained, they may not reflect very cred- 
itably upon his Administration. That seems to 
me to be the indication, if any there be. 

Mr. BADGER. Who has manifested any such 
opposition to the facts coming out? 


Mr. BORLAND I have only asked for a 





statement of facts—for information which it is 


yroceed to expend the public money. 
at been done properly, and th accordance with 
law, there will be no fault to be found with the Ad- 
ministration. It is the information which we want, 
and which has not been furnished to us, and which 


no friend of the Administration here is prepared to | 
No Senator here can say whether any, or, if | 


give. 
any, what plan has been adopted for the prosecu- 


gress took when it was first proposed to extend the 
Capitol. 
charged with the duty of calling architects before 
them, getting their views, and adopting and re- 
porting a plan for the execution of this work. So 


_ important was it considered that a plan should be | 


adopted before any propositions were made, or 
any steps taken in the execution of the work, that 
the committee was engaged for months upon the 


investigation. It was authorized to offer premiums | 


to architects for plans, so that they might be sure 
to get the best 
the plan. That of each House adopted a plan of 
its own. And these two plans, as 


the other might be selected. Instead of taking 
either of these plans for the construction of a 
building for the uses and accommodation of the 


_ 


| had some adaptation to what they conceived to be 
their own wants, and comfort, and convenience, 


from their obligations, and the Government is un- || 


United States. 


I stated that my object was to | 
ascertain the truth of statements which had been | 
made to me on such authority as at least to com- | 
Now, if the friends of | 
the Administration are not willing that I should | 


respect to censure, not eagerness on my part to | 


tion of this work. We well know the course Con- | 


he committee was divided as to | 


have under- | 
stood, were laid before the President, that one or | 


two Houses of Congress, and which should have | 
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A committee of the two Houses was | 


March 24, 


the President threw aside both of these, and 
adopted—what? Nobody knows what. | have 
been utterly unable to discover that there is now 
any regular or determinate plan. I, myself, before 
I vote an appropriation of money to continue this, 
or any other work, 1 must know within certain 
bounds, at least, what the work is to be. 1 want 
to know what is proposed to be done, and for 
Congress to pass upen the plan of the work, and 
say whether it is such as we are willing t6 have— 
such as is adapted to the purpose for which we 
ordered the extension of the Capitol—such as may 
suit our views of commodiousness and conve- 
nience in the discharge of our public duties, con- 
serve our health, and promote our comfort, and 
present a structure to the public view in accord- 
ance with true architectural principles and taste. 

I repeat, I have learned that very heavy contracts 


ense > new || have been made for this work, which areto extend, 
Phat is my idea; but | have no notion in || 


in their expenditure, to the full limit, and even be- 
yond the limit of time within which this Adminis- 
tration will be in power. Steps have been taken, as 
I learn,—and that is what I want to ascertain,—to 
make contracts beyond the time within which the 
Administration must retire from office, which may 
in effect, and may be intended, to hamper and 
cripple and render abortive the operations of a suc- 
ceeding Administration, if that Administration 
should have views more fitted and better adapted 
to promote and protect the public interests. 
Faams introduced this resolution in order to put 
the Senate in possession of information which will 
enable them to decide on all these points, and not 


| for the purpose of reflecting upon the President. 
| These were my motives. 


An additional motive I 
had for some of the remarks which have accom- 
panied its introduction, and that was to notice 
what I consider an unjustifiable attack on my mo- 
tives for what I said ona former occasion—not 
because that attack was in a newspaper, but be- 
cause that newspaper is the accredited organ of the 


| Administration here at the seat of government. 


Mr. BADGER. The Senator from Arkansas 
has said that there seems to be some disposition 
manifested by the friends of the Administration to 
prevent the obtaining of the information which he 
ion called for. 

Mr. BORLAND. I did not say so. In re- 
sponse to what was attributed to me, I did not 
aivems that there was any such unwillingness; but 
I said, that if there was any indication manifested, 
it was an indication of unwillingness to supply 
this information. 

Mr. BADGER. Well, take it in that way, and 
I want to know where there is a scintilla of evi- 
dence to support the intimation of the honorable 
Senator. I am a friend to the Administration. 
My single objection would have prevented the 
consideration of this resolution to-day. Nobody 
objected to its being considered. After it was 
considered by unanimous consent, was there a 
voice raised against it? Not one. But for the 


|| honorable Senator’s speech, the resolution would 
necessary for us to have before we can properly | 
If all this 


have been adopted in three seconds. How, then, 
have we manifested a disposition, or given ground 
to imagine, that, in any event, we are opposed to 
obtaining this information? In no manner what- 
ever. 

The Senator proceeded to make some remarks 
in vindication of himself, from what he says was 
a charge made against him in a newspaper. To 
that I have no objection, though it is a kind of 
vindication which Lams not in the habit of making 
on this floor. TheSenator went further than that, 
and, in advance of the information which he called 
for, proceeded to throw out remarks casting an 
imputation on the President. 

Mr. BORLAND. I made no imputation against 
him at all. 

Mr. BADGER. I so understood the Senator. 
The Senator now says that the President of the 
United States instead of deciding, as he should 
have done, between the disagreeing committees of 
the two Houses, has undertaken, without author- 
ity, to adopt a plan of hisown. Why, surely the 
Senator from Arkansas has not read the act of 
Congress which authorizes the commencement of 
this building. The two committees, if they had 
been unanimous, had no power over the subject— 
none in the world. The act of Congress submit- 
ted the plan upon which the building was to be 
erected entirely to the President. In his decision 
and judgment under that act he had no assessors 
atall. The two committees had been employed 
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to collect and prepare plans, and they had been 
authorized to offer a reward in order to procure 
the best plan. They sent those plans to the Pre- 
sident of the United States to aid him in coming 
to his conclusions; and, if lam not mistaken—and 
if | am, the Senator from Virginia (Mr. Hunter] | 
can correct me—the two committees, so far from 
supposing they had any authority over the sub- | 
ject, took care beforehand to ascertain whether the 


‘President would be glad to have those plans, with 


their views upon the subject, submitted to him. 
Now, he has done what the act of Congress di- 
rected him todo. He may have done it well or 
ill. About that I say nothing; but certainly he 
has done nothing unlawfully. He has not put his 
foot on the plans submitted by the two commit- 
tees in derogation of their rights, or from a want 
of respect to Congress. If it was not intended 
that the President of the United States should de- 
cide on the plan upon which these wings were to 
be erected, why did the act of Congress submit it 
to him? It was not done by a Congress com- 
posed of his political friends, but by one with de- 
cided majorities politically opposed to him in both 
branches. Why was it done? | happened to bea 
member of the committee of conference by which | 
the final terms of that part of the bill were settled. || 
It was done by us because, as we understood, it 
had been the uniform custom to place the selec- | 
tion of plans for such buildings under the direc- | 
tion of the President of the United States. That, 
I believe, was the reason, and the sole reason. | 
Whether he has done it right or wrong, | am not 
prepared to say. Whether he has adopted a 
good or abad plan, I am not prepared to say. All 
that I say is, that the act of Congress gave him | 
the sole authority of selecting the plan. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have no objection to any 
call for information which the Senator from 
Arkansas may think necessary. I am willing 
that he shall have all the light which he desires 
on this subject. But perhaps it is just to the || 
President, especially after what has fallen from 
the Senator from North Carolina, for me to say. 
that the law as passed did give him the power of | 
gelecting a plan, and did not confine him to the 
plans of the committees of the two Houses. 
‘Those committees disagreed, and that was one 
reason why it was left to the President to select a_| 
lan. Hedid ask for the drawings which had 
all laid before the committees; he did invite | 
both committees to meet him for the purpose 
of obtaining their views. I was present as a | 
member of one of the committees, and I believe | 
that all the members of both committees were | 
present, and that he took their views in relation | 
to the matter. 

So far as the plan which has been adopted is || 
concerned, I believe (and 1 should be sorry to be- | 
lieve otherwise) that all which concerns the in- 
terior of the building is still open to amendment 
if Congress should desire it. I believe that that 
will be examined by the committees hereafter, | 
amd that they will consult with the President in 
rezard to it. 

Asto the information for which the Senator 
from Arkansas calls, I see no objection to it, and | 
lam perfectly willing that he shall have it, but I 
am unwilling to believe that we shall be bound, | 
in relation to the interior of the building, by any | 
plan which may be adopted by thePresident, or | 
any one else. I donot understand that he has | 
decided on more than the exterior, and I think he 
will sorreport. I say this because the Committee 
on Public Buildings design to take up the sub- 
ject, and to have something to say in regard to the | 
interior of the building. 

Mr. BORLAND. I did not desire to constitute 
myself the expounder of the views or the defender 
of the action of the Committee on Public Build- | 
ings, as I knew they were ready and competent | 
to present them fairly before the Senate. But | 
although the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Hun- | 
TER,} and the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. 
Bapger,] have said the law, as we passed it, did 
leave the subject to the discretion of the President, 
yet I did consider, and do now consider, that tke 
clear meaning and the intention of the law was 
that the President should avail himself of the 
labors of the two committees, and of the means 
put in their possession, to get the best plans. My 
impression was, that it was intended that he 
should select from the plans presented by the com- |, 
mittees. I may have been mistaken in that, but || 
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such was, I think, the intention of the law. | so 
understood it; i so understand it now. 

The very remark which has been made by the 
Senator from Virginia, with regard to the plan of 
the work, is, it seems to me, a sufficient ground of 


itself for the resolution. Here we have a large 
work for the public interest and convenience, on 
which we are to expend a large amount of money. 
We have shown, as I before remarked, the great 
importance which we attached to a proper plan. 
Well, in disregard of the plans laid befere the two 
committees, the work was begun, all the money 
which we appropriated has been expended; and, 
as | said, | learn on authority which | believe, and 
shall continue to credit, until its statements are 
disproved, that contracts to the amount of a million 
and ahalf of dollars have already been made; and yet 
it is stated, by those who profess to know, that 
there is no regular or determinate plan for the work 
—no system for the expenditure of these vast sums 
of the public money; except such as may, from time 
to time, at his discretion or caprice, spring from 
the mind of the President’s architect, and upon 
his simple order. ‘The very statement made by 
the Senator from Virginia, shows the necessity of 
the passage of this resolution. 
Mr. BADGER. We are all in favor of it. 
The resolution was then adopted. 


THE STEAMER EDITH. 


On the motion of Mr. SEWARD, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of the following 
resolution, which was submitted by him on the 
24th January: 


Resolved, 'That the Secretary of the Navy be requested 
to furnish the Senate, as carly as practicable, with a copy of 
the proceedings of the Naval Court of Inquiry in relation to 
the loss of the United States steamer Edith,in 1849, to 
gether with copies of the correspoudence which formed the 
ground ot the order given to constitute said court, and of all 
the papers referred to in the record of proceedings; also, 
copies of all reports or charges made to the Depart 
ment against any member composing said court in refer 
ence to conduct while attached to the Pacific squadron ; 
copies of all correspondence between the Department and 
Commodore Thomas Ap Catesby Jones, relating to the said 
steamer Edith; copies of the correspondence with Richard 
W. Meade, late a lieutenant in the United States Navy dur 
ing the year 1851 ; copy of the charges and specifications pre 
ferred by Lieutenant Thomas T. Craven against Commo 
dore Jones in 1849 and 1850, with the reasons of the De 
partment for not acting thereon ; and copies of the corre 
spondence between the Department and the commanders of 
the Pacific squadron, and all other officers of the Navy, in 
relation to the erection of asteam circular saw-millin Cali 
fornia, and the expenditures thereon, 


Mr. SEWARD offered the following as an 
amendment, to come in at the end of the resolu- 
tion: . 

Also, Commodore Jones’s response to Lieutenant Cra 
ven’s charges in reply to a letter from the Secretary of the 
Navy,dated September 7, 1850; also, copies of two letters 
from Commodore Jones, to the Secretary of the Navy, dated 
respectively December 7, 1850, and January 21, 1851, to 
gether with the charges and specifications against Lieuten 
ant Thomas ‘I’. Craven, and the documents which accom 
panied said Jetters to the Secretary of the Navy for the trial 
of which a court martial was demanded by Commodore 
Jones, and refused by the Secretary of the Navy 

Also, any correspondence between the Secretary of the 
Navy, the Commandant of the Boston navy-yard, the Com 
mander of the sloop of- war Falmouth, and Lieutenant R. 
W. Meade, between the Sth day of March and the \st day 
of July, 1849, in relation to the appointinent and transpors 
ation of said R. W. Meade, and other officers and engi 
neers, from Boston to the Pacific, for the United States 
propellor Edith. 


Mr. HUNTER. [am not disposed to vote for 
resolutions calling for proceedings which have 
been the subject of courts-martial. I do not see 
any use for this information. I do not see any 
practical good which is to arise from making such 
a call; and it may lead to dissensions in the Navy 
itself. I believe the discipline of the Navy has 
already suffered, from the fact that these calls are 
too frequently made, and we are exposing things 


which perhaps had better lie in the archives of the | 


Department. These matters have been made the 
subject of investigation, as I understand it. Some 
of them at least have been the subject of a court- 
martial. Why open them again? 

Mr. BADGER. I think there van be no objec- 
tion to the adoption of the resolution. It is pre- 
cisely such a resolutién as was adopted at the 
close of the last session, in the case of the court- 
martial of Commodore Jones. There is no inten- 
tion of subjecting the decision of the court-martial 
to a rehearing before the Senate; but the particular 
information called for is important to the gentle- 
man interested init. He wants the benefit of it. 

Mr. SEWARD. The resolution was originally 
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offered because complaint had been made by a late 
officer of the navy that injustice had been done 
him by a superior officer. For the purpose of ob- 
taining all the facts of the case which were neces- 
sary to an understanding of the complaint, the 
resolution was offered. Commodore Jones, who 
was to be affected by the obtaining of the inform- 
ation, called upon me, and at his instance the mat- 
ter was delayed until certain amendments, ap- 
proved, as I understand, by him, were prepared. 
hese have been suggested at his instance and 
that of his friends. These facts are stated for the 
purpose of showing that there is no design to ob- 
tain partial information. As | understand it, the 
resolution, with the amendment, meets with the 
consent and favor of all the parties interested in 
the information which is proposed to be brought 
forward for publication. At least | have offered 
it in no spirit of hostility, unkindness, or partial- 
ity towards either of the parties concerned. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will ask if this resolution 
does not propose to call out papers and letters of 
complaint against Commodore Jones, upen which 
the Secretary of the Navy refused to institute 
charges at the time Commodore Jones was tried 
by a court-martial? and what is to be the effect of 
that but obvious injustice? It would have been 
better that he should have instituted the charee. 
if this is to be done, so that Commodore Jones 
might have met it upon that court-martial. To 
what are such calls likely to lead, but a renewa 
of dissensions and differences which exist to too 
great an extent already in the Navy? I know 
we have a right to call for this information an 
publish it to the world; but we have also a ri \ 
if we belreve such things have been pushed too 
far to the injury of the discipline of the Navy, to 
refuse to make the call, unless some obvious ne- 
cessity exists for it? I do not know that am 
necessity exists for this. I oppose it, not for the 
purpose of shielding Commodore Jones. 1 do not 
know that he has any objection to the resolution 
as it has been amended; but I oppose it because 
I believe such things are mischievous to the disci- 
pline of the Navy. I think we have already car- 
ried these calls too far. But I will not detain the 
Senate longer. 

Mr.GWIN. At the last session of Congress, 
the colleague of the Senator from Virginia, {Mr. 
Mason,]} at the instance of Commodore Jones, 
made a call for certain papers, which were fur- 
nished to the Senate, and ordered to be printed 
In one of those papers there was a statement made 
by Commodore Jones, which has been printed, 
and is on our records, calling Lieutenant Meade 
of the Navy, ‘a worthless officer.” This publi 
cation was the first information that Lieutenant 
Meade had that such a term of reproach attached 
to him. Before he saw it, he had resigned his 
commission in the Navy, and he had no oppertn 
nity of calling for an inquiry. It was a dishon- 
orable and ignoble term, to be applied to one offi- 
cer of the Navy by another. There was, in his 
opinion, no remedy left but to call for certain pa- 
pers which were filed in the Navy Department, 
and upon which he thought he had cause to com- 
plain; the Secretary of the Navy had refused to 
institute an inquiry. 

Now, sir, | think that many papers have been 
published which should not have been called for, 
as the Senator from Virginia has stated: but here 
is a gentleman who was, but is now no longer, 
connected with the Navy, charged by a Commo- 
dore in the Navy, with being a “ worthless of 
cer.”’? He wishes to have that charze investicat d, 
and it is for that purpose that he comes be- 
fore the Senate and asks that papers, which he 
thinks will relieve bim from it, should be called 
for and published. I do not intend to cast the 
slightest censure upon Commodore Jones. I think 
he has been harshly treated. Thatis my opinion 
in regard to his case. But I think it is due to the 
gentleman who desires the information now asked 
for, and who wasa gallant officer in the Navy, 
that the papers should at least be called for, and 
the Senate can publish them or not, as they please. 
I do not now say that they ought to be published; 
but they ought to be called for, and also those 
named in the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from New York, [Mr. Sewarp,] which it is sug- 
vested are necessary to cive a fair history of the 
transaction proposed to be : 

Mr. HUNTER. If the Senator from Califor- 
nia, who has examined this matter, perhaps, more 


, 


investicated. 
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than I have, says that this information is neces- 
sary to vindicate Lieutenant Meade’s character 
against any aspersions, that would alter the case. 

Mr. GWIN. That is the fact 

Mr. HUNTER. But I ask if the resolution 
does not call for information which in nowise con- 
cerns Lieutenant Meade—information not in rela- 
tion to matters in which Commodore Jones was 
connected with him, but in relation to matters in 
which Lieutenant Meade had no concern? If such 
is the case, ought the Senate to make itself a party 
to any such quarrel? Upon the merits of it, as to 
whether Commodore Jones or Lieutenant Meade 
is right, | do not intend to decide, but I say that 
in such a matter as that we ought not to interfere. 

Mr. MALLORY. We have clearly a right 
to call for the information asked for by the Sen- 
ator from New York, but the only objection is as 
to the expediency of making the call. One objec- 


F : ‘ | 
| rights of the sailor or soldier are trampled upon, | 


| there is no remedy—no body cares about it, no | 


tion, upon the ground of expediency, is, that it | 


may possibly involve charges against Commodore 
Jones which have been presented to the Secretary 
of the Navy, and upon which he has refused to act. 
Another objection is, that it may affect the disci- 
pline of the Navy. Now, from the little informa- 
tion which I possess upon that subject, I am free 
to say that the discipline of the Navy cannot be fur- 
ther injured. Itisbeyondallinjury. I doubt ifsuch 


a term can possibly be applied tothe Navy. But || 


Commodore Jones, whom I| have not the pleasure 
of knowing, is a public officer. I know nothing of 
any charges which are brought against him; but 
if there does exist, in the mind of the Senator, any 
reason why this information should be brought 
forth, | should be glad to see it. The yeetien 
of an officer of the Navy should not only 

trial of an investigation, but it should be above 
reproach; and if it cannot bear the investigation 
of papers which may be brought in in this way, 
the Senate ought to know it. 

Mr. HALE. I confess that upon all these calls 
for the opinion and proceedings of courts-martial 
in relation to the relative rights of officers, I feel 
the most profound indifference, and for this reason: 
The honorable Senator from Florida says that the 
discipline of the Navy is beyond being injured; 
by which I understand him to mean that it is so 
bad already, that it cannot be made worse. But 
I call upon you, Mr. President, and the Senate to 
notice this fact, that whenever a complaint is made 
that the rights of the private are trampled upon, 
the Senate are dumb, and there is no call for in- 
formation and papers. [tis not more than ten years 
since a subordinate officer in the American Navy 
said that if he brought home some men there was 
no punishment, for the worst crimes, for those who 
had money and friends; and to prevent their fall- 
ing into the hands of the administration of justice 


in a country where money and friends could pro- | 


tect them from punishment for the worst crimes, he 
hung them up to the yard-arm of the vessel, with- 
out the form ofa trial. We have never been able 
to get the proceedings in that case before the Sen- 
ate. They have been repeatedly asked for, but 


they have never been, and | suppose never will | 


be ordered. I suppose it was in allusion to the 
fuct that citizens were thus hung up to the yard- 
arm without the form of law, that the honorable 
Senator from Florida based his assertion that the 
discipline of the Navy is so bad that it cannot be 
made worse, which I understand him to say. 


Now, sir, until we begin to look at some of | 


these gross outrages upon, and violations of, the 
rights of private individuals, | am willing to let 
officers fight their own battles. I will not inter- 
pose wiih any call of the Senate until we begin at 
the beginning. You know that, at the last session 
of Congress, there was a very respectable memo- 
rial brought here, signed by great numbers of the 
citizens of the neighborhood where the occurrence 


took place, representing that a cruel and unusual | 


punishment had been inflicted upon a private sol- 
dier in the Army of the United States. Wecould 
not get those proceedings printed. Oh, no! noth- 
ing of that sort could be done. Nobody but the 
private soldiers were concerned. But when you 


come to the officers there is great danger of the | 
discipline of the Army being outraged, and the 
I do not know of any | 


Senate is to be appealed to. 
application that has ever been made for publishing 
the proceedings of a court-martaal, either in the 
Army or Navy, in which an officer was concerned, 
that has not been granted. We publish just what 
is wanted in such a case as that; but when the 


year the | 





| 
ih 





| of private individuals, I will then look out for the 


| person, | think there will be some danger to be 


| committee for some action, it is very well. 
| can take any action upon it when it comes to us, 


| more in matters of that kind than we will in legit- 
| imate business. 


| wants to make the Senate an instrument for the 


| ment to the resolution, and I am afraid that it is to | 
| afford to one officer some advantage in a personal 


| Senate is to be made the medium through which 
| one of them will be the better able to .assail the 


against the amendment. 


| for the resolution, the amendment is necessary, in 


| United States. 


| are we to do by obtaining this information? Here 
| He had resigned, it is said, without knowing any- 
| thing of that charge; and now he asks that these 


| ted States, for no other purpose—because there | 
| can be no other legitimate purpose—than to have 


| the Navy. 
| made b 


| body wants information; even if a sailor is hung, 
| let him go, he 1s but a sailor—you can hire them 
| for ten or twelve dollars a month. 


If the Senate 
will begin at the beginning, and vindicate the rights | 


officers; but until then it is a matter of the most 
perfect indifference to me. 
Mr. SEWARD. 1 have only one word to say 


on this subject. During what little experience [ | 
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have had in legislation here and elsewhere, I have || 


never voted against any call for information in re- | 
gard to the conduct of public officers, whether po- | 
litical er personal friends of mine, or otherwise. | 
W hen we shall once hayeestablished the precedent | 
that any officer is beyond the reach of investigation | 
into his conduct, upon a fair claim made by any | 


apprehended that greater evils will occur in ad- 


ministrations than have ever yet occurred. || 


Mr. SHIELDS. 


I agree with the honorable 


| Senator from New York, but I cannot perceive | 


the object of this call. 


if the object is one of in- 
vestigation, very well. 


If it is to be sent to a 
If we 


except barely to publish it, l am willing to vote 
for it. But 1 think it is going very far, when we 


|| call upon the Department to send us letters, docu- | 
| ments, charges, specifications, &c., merely for the 
| purpose of publication. 


If we continue that, and 
follow it up, we will occupy the time of the Senate 


I hold that, when the object is to | 
refer the subject-matter of a court-martial to a 
committee, in order to reéxamine the matter, and 


posed to be injured, it is legitimate business for 
the Senate; but when it is a quarrel between two 
officers, and one wants to expose the other, and 


purpose of that exposition, I object. I think it 
would be unjust to theservice, unjust to the officers, 
and unjust to the Senate of the United States. 
Mr.COOPER. I rise to express my concur- 
rence in the views of the Senator from Illinois. I 
do not know precisely the object of the amend- | 


controversy over another. I know that there has | 


| been a quarrel in progress between the two officers 


named in the resolution, and I apprehend that the 


character of the other. Believing that, I shall vote 


“Mr. HUNTER. I would suggest to the Sena- 
tor from Pennsylvania, that if he is going to vote 


order to do justice to Commodore Jones. 

Mr. COOPER. I shall vote against the whole. 

Mr. PRATT. I do not, perhaps, properly un- | 
derstand this question; but it seems to me that it 
is one of power on the part of the Senate of the 
Have we any power over the sub- 
ject to which this resolution relates? What can 
we do? The gentleman who asks for the papers 
is no longer in the Navy. It is not proposed that 
he shall be reinstated in the Navy. What, then, 


is a gentleman who was once in the Navy. Prior 
to his resignation a charge was made against him. | 


papers shall be brought to the Senate of the Uni- 


them published to the world. We have no power 
over the ee It is not asked that we shall in- 
terest ourselves to have this officer reinstated in 


What power have we over a charge 
an officer of the Navy against a citizen 
of the United States? If he has been injured, he | 
has his remedy, as you or I have, if any charge 
is made detrimental to our character. He, not | 
being an officer in the Navy, has only the same | 
powers that we have, as individuals. I do not 
see that the Senate can properly use the informa- 
tion asked for by the resolution, and therefore [ | 





| am opposed to both the resolution and the amend- 


ment. | 
Mr. RUSK. As 1 understand this matter, it | 
proceeds upon another ground than our power to | 
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take any legislative action upon the information, 
If I have understood it correctly, Commodore 
Jones was tried by a court-martial. At his in- 
stance, the Senate then called for certain papers 
which he imagined were necessary to vindicate his 
character against the charges made by the court- 
martial. In answer to that call there comes a 
letter making a serious charge against a gentleman 








| who was a lieutenant in the Navy, but who has 


since resigned; and it is published to the world 
over the signature of Commodore Jones. 

Mr. BADGER. We published it. 

Mr. RUSK. This gentleman desires that all 
the facts shall come out, as to the charge of his 
being a worthless officer; which charge was pub- 
lished by the action of the Senate. As he says— 
so I am told—that he cannot procure these letters 
from the Secretary of the Navy, I think, without 
knowing anything about the merits of the contro- 
versy, it is nothing but just to him, when we have 
called for information against him, that we should 
procure the information in his favor. 

Mr. CASS. 1 suppose no member of the Sen- 
ate claims the right of overruling the constitutional 
yower of the President, as Commander-in-Chief. 
f do not suppose we mean to review the proceed- 


|ings of the court-martial with the view of over- 


ernment. 


turning them. But I take it for granted that, in 
our legislative capacity, we have a general right 
and duty to overlook all the concerns of the Gov- 
We have aright to call for the proceed- 
ings of a military or naval court-martial, with a 
view to ascertain what abuses are committed, and 


| what legislation is required to correct them and 


| the scope of our legislative duty. 


prevent them thereafter. That, I think, is within 
But I agree 


_with my friend from Illinois, that I would not 


| provide for the redress of some person who is sup- |' 


/men in the Army and Navy. 


' vehicles for those charges? 


suffer the records of this Senate to be the vehicle 
of criminations and recriminations between gentle- 


I believe it would 
be almost impossible to hold a court-martial in 


| which different sides would not be taken, and pas- 


sions excited. There will be, and there have been, 
ever since the first court-martial was held, and 
there will be to the latest, criminations and recrimi- 
nations. Are we to suffer our records to be the 
If any practical re- 
sult is to follow the adoption of this resolution—if 
it is claimed that legislation may be required upon 
it—I am prepared to vote for it; but 1 will never 
vote fora resolution that looks merely to the pub- 
lication of the criminations and recriminations of 
different officers. 

Mr. SHIELDS. If the circumstances be as rep- 
resented by the honorable Senator from Texas, it 
will alter my course in this particular case, because, 
according to my rule in these cases, we ought 
either not to begin a thing of this kind, or we 
should goontotheend. But I think that this may 


| havea salutary effect in guarding us against hasty 


action hereafter. If we have commenced this thing 


and called for a part of the proceedings, and if the 


| upon this case may check us hereafter. 


part which has been placed before the country 
does injustice to one of the parties, and he calls 
for the residue in justice to himself, that state of 
things alters the case altogether. 

3ut I come back to the original principle, and I 
am happy to find my friend from Michigan, who 
has had experience in these matters, take the same 
ground that | take. 1 have myself witnessed the 
fact that we are calling day after day and week 
after week for matters that have no legitimate 
concern with the ordinary business of legislation, 
merely for the purpose of publishing them to the 
world. I hope that this debate and the action 
I would 


| ask the Senator who offered this resolution, wheth- 
er a part of the proceedings has already been pub- 
| lished, and whether this is a call for the residue ? 


Mr. SEWARD. That is the fact. 
Mr. SHIELDS. If that be the case, it will 


' alter my course on this occasion. 


Mr. HUNTER. Does the Senator say that 
any of the proceedings in relation to Lieutenant 
Meade have been published? In the proceedings 
of the court-martial in relation to Commodore 
Jones, which were published, there appeared a 


letter from Commodore Jones to the Secretary of 
| the Navy, in which he referred to Lieutenant 


j 


Meade, and said, I believe, that he was a worth- 
less officer. Lieutenant Meade now comes here 
for the purpose of discrediting Commodore Jones, 
and calls for information which does not at all 
relate to himself, or to his own case, but which 
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